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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 


CONTROL. 


To  the  Honorable  Hazen  S.  Pingree,  Governor  of  Michigan: 

The  board  of  control  of  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble-Minded  and 
Epileptic,  respectfully  submit  their  second  biennial  report  of  the  institu- 
tion for  the  fiscal  period  ending  June  30th,  1898;  together  with  the  reports 
of  the  Superintendent,  Steward,  Treasurer,  and  such  other  information 
as  seems  opportune. 

This  institution  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  inmates  August  1st, 
1895,  and  was  filled  at  once  with  many  applications  still  remaining  on  file. 
At  no  time  since  have  we  been  able  to  accommodate  more  than  one-third 
of  the  applicants.  The  pressure  for  admission  is  constant  and  frequently 
very  urgect.  The  rule  of  admitticg  the  younger,  indigent  class  of  persons 
has 'been  strictly  adhered  to.  There  is  besides  the  epileptic  a feeble-mind- 
ed, almost  vicious  class  of  persons,  also  a large  number  of  almost  helpless 
idiots,  who  require  simply  custodial  care,  that  we  are  unable  to  admit  for 
want  of  proper  accommodations.  The  removal  of  this  class  from  poor- 
houses,  jails  or  homes  where  they  are  often  a bar  to  the  usefulness  of  an 
otherwise  self-supporting  family,  to  an  institution  where  they  can  be 
economically  cared  for,  would  be  a relief  and  a blessing  to  many,  and  a 
prevention  of  physical  and  moral  degeneracy. 

During  the  biennial  period,  changes  of  importance  have  been  made  not 
only  in  the  plan  and  design  of  buildings  constructed,  but  in  the  general 
plan  of  grouping  them  as  originally  designed.  The  plat  of  land  selected 
for  the  site  of  the  buildings  naturally  divides  itself  by  a valley  into  two 
large  plateaus,  on  each  of  which  it  is  designed  to  place  separate  groupings 
of  cottages,  in  fact,  this  already  has  a beginning.  This  not  only  gives 
wide  separation  of  the  sexes,  a plan  with  everything  to  recommend  it,  and 
now  almost  universally  adopted  by  the  newer  institutions.  This  will  also 
give  us  a much  needed  central  boiler  plant  so  situated,  as  to  be  efficient 
and  economical.  This  change,  as  well  as  the  radical  departure  from  the 
original  style  and  plan  of  cottages,  was  made  after  long  and  careful  study, 
not  only  with  a view  of  safety,  efficiency  and  economy,  but  in  harmony 
with  modern  advancement. 

Buildings  for  the  care  of  defectives  should  not  be  more  than  two  stories 
in  height,  and  while  constructed  with  a view  to  economy,  should  be  dur- 
able, and  while  not  displaying  extravagant  ornamentation,  should  at 
least  be  comely.  They  should  also  combine  in  the  details  of  the  plan  the 
best  modern  improvements  in  heating,  lighting  aud  ventilation,  approach- 
ing as  near  as  possible  to  fire-proof  conditions.  This  we  have  carried  out 
in  the  erection  of  the  cottage  for  epileptics  provided  by  the  appropriation 
of  1895,  erected  iu  1897,  and  put  into  service  during  the  summer  of  1898. 
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It  was  found  necessary  to  build  this  cottage  by  the  day  instead  of  by  con- 
tract, in  order  to  complete  it  within  the  appropriation,  this  also  enabled 
us  to  employ  a number  of  inmates  who  would  otherwise  have  been  idlers. 
The  result  of  this  scheme  has  been  to  give  us  good  construction  at  a much 
less  cost  than  could  otherwise  have  been  obtained,  it  was  therefore  ap- 
plied in  the  construction  of  a laundry  building,  a small  hospital,  dinicg- 
hall,  kitchen,  steam-heating  and  boiler  work.  The  above  plan  is  also 
being  followed  in  the  erection  of  a cottage  for  male  epileptics  in  a very 
satisfactory  manner. 

One  other  building,  a piggery  and  slaughter  house,  was  added  during 
the  summer  of  1896,  from  a general  equipment  fund. 

On  November  23d,  1896,  a fire  occurred  in  the  laundry  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  a gasoline  gas  generator,  which  we  used  in  heating  the  rolls 
of  an  ironing  machine.  The  loss  to  the  state  was  nearly  one  thousand 
dollars.  While,  fortunately,  no  lives  were  lost  or  persons  injured,  it 
served  to  emphasize  the  need  of  better  quarters  and  equipment  for  this 
very  important  part  of  an  institution. 

The  cost  per  capita  on  comparative  examination  with  other 
Per  capita  institutions  in  the  different  states  shows  that  ours  of  the  last 
cost.  two  years — $178.60 — is  in  excess  of  but  two,  and  that  but 

slightly.  This  comparison  is  made  with  older  institutions  hav- 
ing better  equipment  and  more  than  a population  of  500,  which  number  is 
estimated  to  be  the  basis  at  which  the  lowest  per  capita  can  be  reached. 
Our  per  capita  as  given  is  scarcely  a fair  estimate;  for  many  items  were,  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  period,  charged  to  current  expense  which  should  have  been 
provided  for  by  special  funds.  This  could  not  be  avoided,  because  of 
inadequate  and  faulty  equipment  which  compelled  many  unusual  additions 
and  repairs. 

The  Superintendent’s  report  shows  definitely  and  in  detail  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  institution  in  its  various  departments  and  the  care- 
fulness, economy  and  efficiency  of  the  general  management. 

From  the  original  appropriation  two  three  story  cottages 
Present  ca-  were  built  which  have  a capacity  of  100  inmates,  each  devoted 
pacity  °f  to  the  feeble-minded.  These  buildings  are  poorly  planned  for 
ui  mgs.  the  use  to  which  they  are  put,  cheaply  constructed,  with  no 
ventilation,  and  besides  are  veritable  fire- traps.  The  plumbing  through- 
out was  of  such  poor  material  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  replace  nearly 
all  of  it.  The  replastering  of  these  cottages  will  soon  be  necessary  as  well 
as  a new  outfit  of  locks.  The  outside  appearance  of  the  buildings  would 
not  impress  even  the  casual  observer,  they  were  a part  of  the  last  institu- 
tion built  by  the  state.  There  has  since  been  added  one  two-story  cottage 
for  epileptic  girls  with  a rated  capacity  of  100.  The  new  cottage  in  course 
of  erection  will  accommodate  100  epileptic  males.  As  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  list  of  applications  and  with  the  added  number  that  may 
reasonably  be  supposed  to  apply  within  the  next  two  years,  it  will  require 
at  least  twice  the  capacity  of  the  present  buildings.  This  takes  no  account 
of  the  number  in  the  asylums,  and  especially  of  the  epileptic  insane. 

Lack  of  proper  funds  has  precluded  improvements  to  any  ex- 
General  tent.  Some  grading,  sodding  and  road  making  has  been  done 

Improve-  about  the  buildings  by  the  inmates  and  a limited  amount  of 

meats.  fencing  has  been  put  up,  but  the  grounds  in  general  are  still 

in  a crude  state  with  no  shade  or  fruit  trees  and  but  little  side 

walk.  These  might  be  added  slowly  by  using  current  expense  funds  but 
it  would  take  years  to  do  what  is  a very  present  necessity. 
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More  land  is  a great  necessity  not  only  for  its  pro  c1 
Needs.  but  a larger  number  of  our  inmates  can  be  employed  on  the 
farm  than  at  any  other  work,  besides  the  options  on  the 
adjoining  desirable  grazing  and  garden  land  will  expire  shortly  then  the 
State  will  be  compelled  to  pay  the  owner’s  price. 

The  two  cottages  asked  for  will  accommodate  two  hundred  in- 
Buildings.  mates  and  while  they  will  not  accommodate  all  applicants  now 
awaiting  admission,  to  say  nothing  of  those  who  will  apply 
during  the  next  two  years  it  will  at  least  afford  a great  measure  of  relief. 
The  cottage  asked  for  to  be  used  as  an  administration  cottage  is  an 
absolute  need,  there  being  at  present  no  accommodation  whatever  for  the 
business  department  of  the  institution. 

The  present  building  and  boilers  are  not  large  enough  for  in- 
Boiler  creased  demands  nor  is  the  situation  a proper  one  for  efficiency 
House  and  economy.  A central  steam  plant  properly  located  for  a 
Boilers  and  gravity  system  and  the  distribution  of  low-pressure  steam  for 
Electric  heating  purposes  would  be  a relief  to  many  difficulties  that  we 
Plant.  are  now  obliged  to  contend  with.  Moreover  the  cottage  now 
under  construction  cannot  be  heated  from  the  present  loca- 
tion and  capacity  of  the  steam  plant. 

An  electric  plant  would  enable  us  to  provide  not  only  our  light  when 
wanted  and  at  a less  cost  than  we  are  now  paying  a private  company  but 
would  allow  us  to  dispense  with  a laundry  engine,  a gas  heating  apparatus 
and  distribute  power  for  a pump  and  other  purposes.  A concentration  of 
power  in  this  way  would  not  only  be  economy  but  remove  an  element  of 
danger. 

The  water  for  all  purposes  is  now  furnished  gratutiously  by 
Water  Sup-  the  city  of  Lapeer,  this  supply  of  free  water  will  be  cut  off  in 
ply.  June  1899.  After  this  time  we  will  be  compelled  to  pay  water 
tax  to  the  city  unless  the  equipment  asked  for  is  granted.  The 
artesian  water  either  from  the  city  or  from  any  wells  we  might  sink  is  so 
loaded  with  chemicals  that  it  cannot  be  used  for  steam  purposes  without 
causing  great  destruction;  it  is  fast  ruining  the  present  plant  so  that  the 
equipment  for  pumping  creek  water  to  our  pressure  tank,  provided  for  that 
purpose,  is  an  imperative  need.  The  artesian  water  is  one  of  the  best 
that  could  be  provided  for  drinking  and  cooking  purposes  it  not  only  being 
free  from  organic  matter  but  containing  such  ingredients  as  are  well 
calculated  to  be  of  benefit  to  health. 

Covered  passage  ways  to  connect  the  widely  separated  groups 
Covered  Qf  buildings  with  the  dining  halls  and  each  other  are  greatly 

Ways.  needed  for  it  is  almost  inhuman  to  expose  to  the  fury  of  the 

elements  during  the  cold  and  rainy  season  the  almost  helpless 
paralytic,  epileptic  and  idiotic  children  as  they  must  be  in  going  to  and 
from  dining  halls  and  school  l rooms.  The  basement  of  this  structure 
would  also  serve  as  a tunnel  for  steam  mains,  water  pipes  and  electric 
wires. 

Sewerage  will  be  required  to  the  amount  asked  for  to  provide  an  outlet 
for  the  new  cottage  in  connection  with  the  old  line. 

In  presenting  to  the  State  the  appended  list  of  special  appropriations 
needed  it  is  done  with  a due  appreciation  of  the  many  requirements  of  this 
institution  and  the  conservative  feeling  always  shown  by  the  executive  and 
legislative  head  to  undue  extravagance  in  apportioning  the  public  funds. 
We  feel  however  that  the  amounts  asked  for  could  find  no  better  method 
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of  investment  or  give  greater  returns  to  the  State  than  applied  to  the  care 
of  a class  of  humanity  who,  if  left  to  themselves  taint  the  community  with 
physical  and  moral  degeneracy  but  who,  by  proper  training  and  direction 
in  channels  of  usefulness  can  be  made  self  supporting,  or  nearly  so,  and 
save  the  State  from  a long  train  of  evils. 

Very  respectfully, 

ALBERT  L.  STEPHENS,  President, 
GEORGE  R.  GOLD,  Secretary, 

JOHN  HEVENER,  Treasurer, 

Board  of  Control  of  the  Michigan  Home 

for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


June  30,  1898. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Control,  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble 

Minded  and  Epileptic: 

Gentlemen — I have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  second  biennial 
report  of  this  institution  for  the  fiscal  period  ending  June  30,  1898. 

The  population  of  this  institution  being  composed  almost  wholly  of 
dependent  persons,  there  is  but  little  movement  of  population.  July  1st, 
1896,  we  had  a total  enrollment  of  198  inmates,  99  males  and  99  females. 
There  have  been  admitted  since  21  males  and  11  females,  making  the  total 
number  cared  for  during  the  biennial  period,  230.  During  this  period  27 
were  dismissed,  19  males  and  8 females,  and  two  have  died,  one  male  and 
one  female,  leaving  an  enrollment  to-day  of  201. 

But  two  deaths  occurred  during  the  biennial  period,  both  being  low 
grade  idiots,  one  male  and  one  female.  The  cause  of  death  was  convul- 
sions in  one  case  and  malignant  erysipelas  in  the  other. 

The  health  of  the  institution,  in  both,  inmates  and  employees,  has  been 
excellent,  notwithstanding  two  of  the  buildings  are  without  ventilation 
and  have  had  until  shortly  faulty  plumbing.  Our  inmates  are  compelled 
to  go  to  the  dining  halls,  school  and  industrial  departments  exposed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather;  this  is  especially  bad  duriDg  the  cold  and 
stormy  seasons.  Connecting  the  buildings  with  closed  passage  ways  would 
not  only  give  immunity  from  sickness,  quick  transportation,  but  give 
splendid  room  for  exercising  in  disagreeable  weather.  The  housing 
together  of  large  numbers  of  defective  human  beings  without  good  venti- 
ladon  and  proper  means  of  exercise  is  to  encourage  disease. 

The  daily  care  with  which  our  inmates  are  looked  after  and  each  little 
ailment  met;  the  diet  regulated,  the  teeth  kept  in  good  condition,  extracted 
or  filled,  and  false  teeth  substituted,  as  required  tends  to  prevent  a long 
train  of  minor  ills.  This  is  especially  true  regarding  the  teeth,  which,  if 
bad  and  decayed,  are  a prime  source  of  stomach  and  intestinal  disease, 
causing  lowered  vitality  and  chronic  invalidism. 

In  April,  1898,  scarlet  fever  made  its  appearance  in  the  Home,  and  up 
to  the  present  time  we  have  had  seven  cases.  Each  case  as  soon  as  sus- 
pected, was  promptly  isolated  in  the  detached  hospital,  and  every  means 
taken  to  stamp  out  the  disease  in  the  cottages  by  prompt  and  vigorous  dis- 
infection. All  cases  of  the  disease  were  severe  types,  but  fortunately  no 
deaths  or  complications  resulted.  At  this  time,  we  believe,  we  are  rid  of 
this  infectious  scourge  of  childhood.  The  disease  showed  itself  shortly 
after  the  admission  of  an  inmate,  though  we  were  unable  to  trace  its 
source  positively  through  it,  it  would  emphasize  the  desirability  of  having 
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in  connection  with  the  hospital  a quarantine  station  for  new  inmates,  where 
they  could  be  cared  for  until  such  time  as  considered  free  from  contagion. 
During  this  time  much  could  be  done  toward  the  cure  of  infective  scalp, 
skin  and  eye  diseases  which  ale  so  commonly  received.  Four  cases  of 
erysipelas  resulted  in  one  death,  a low  grade  idiot.  The  three  other  cases 
had  history  of  previous  attacks. 

But  one  accident  has  occurred,  a double  compound  fracture  of  the  fore 
arms,  in  an  inmate,  a boy  twelve  years  old,  produced  by  a fall  from  a 
second  story  window.  The  boy  recovered  with  a complete  repair  of 
fractures.  Since  this  accident,  all  windows  in  buildings  occupied  by 
inmates,  have  been  provided  with  window  guards. 

While  but  few  of  the  inmates  have  attained  any  degree  of  skill  in  the 
short  time  here,  they  have  accomplished  considerable  under  the  direction: 
of  attendants  and  others.  Some  roads  and  walks  have  been  made,  and  the 
grounds  about  the  buildings  graded  and  sodded.  By  the  work  of  the  car- 
penter, and  his  boys,  two  ice  houses  have  been  built,  screen  doors,  tables, 
closets,  partitions  and  boxes  made.  Furniture  repaired,  painting  and 
glazing,  and  many  other  miscellaneous  repairs  to  buildings  have  been  done. 
Much  labor  has  been  accomplished  on  the  farm  and  garden  by  the  boys 
and  during  the  school  vacation  all  the  able  bodied  little  fellows  were  given 
considerable  work  in  this  way,  as  a healthful  effect  to  too  much  play. 

The  training  school  has  been  doing  excellent  work,  notwithstanding  the 
small  quarters  available.  Some  of  the  classes  are  crowded  out  of  the  school 
rooms  proper  into  the  day-rooms.  Classes  in  manual  work,  calisthenics, 
marching,  dancing,  entertainments  and  Sunday-school  services,  have  all 
been  held  in  these  small  rooms.  Crowded  in  this  manner,  with  poor  ven- 
tilation, and  scanty  facilities  for  carrying  out  the  many  details  of  a train- 
ing school,  is  discouraging  in  a work  where  so  much  of  patience  and 
enthusiastic  devotion  is  required.  As  soon  as  possible  this  important  part  of 
the  institution  work  should  be  provided  with  room  adequate  to  the  work 
to  be  accomplished.  The  same  lack  of  room  applies  to  the  industrial 
departments.  The  assembly  hall  will  be  a very  welcome  addition  under 
these  circumstances,  though  it  will  not  supply  needed  school  rooms. 

Last  year  the  closing  exercises  of  the  school  were  held  in  the  old  dining 
hall.  By  removing  the  tables,  erecting  a portable  stage,  and  by  the  aid 
of  flags,  draperies,  screen  and  plants,  the  common  place  dining-room  was 
made  to  look  quite  pretty.  The  exhibition  by  the  children  was  largely 
attended  by  the  townspeople,  who  wpre  very  kind  in  their  criticism  and 
praised  the  work  of  the  instructors.  This  year  the  exercises  were  held  in 
the  new  hall  where  400  people  assembled  to  witness  a cantata  given  by  the 
school  children  who  were  awarded  unlimited  applause  for  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  presented.  It  was  the  universal  opinion  that  considerable 
advancement  had  been  made  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  instruction  in  the  various  divisions 
and  branches  of  the  school,  is  as  follows:  Girls’  primary  27;  Boys’ pri- 

mary “A”  23,  Boys’  primary  “B”  20;  Kindergarten  girls  16,  boys  6;. 
Low  grade  girls  8,  boys  10;  Music  (instrumental)  gills  4,  boys  2;  Indus- 
trial girls  25,  bo)s!5;  Sloyd  boys  16;  Evening  school,  girls  59,  boys  58; 
Sunday-school,  girls  80,  boys  83. 

The  school  work  embraces  beside  the  primary,  kindergarten  work — this, 
key  to  all  correct  education,  is  used  with  marked  success  with  the  younger 
and  custodial  cases,  though  the  method  is  used  more  or  less  in  all  grades. 
Physical  culture,  sewing,  knitting,  fancy  work,  hammock  weaving,  mat 
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making,  sloyd  work,  special  exercises  in  articulation,  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  are’ a part  of  the  school  curriculum.  All  low  grade  children 
are  given  one  hour  a day  of  special  training.  As  fast  as  children  advance 
in  school  work,  they  are  gradually  advanced  to  the  industrial  departments, 
at  first  for  a portion  of  the  day,  then  a whole  day,  as  may  be  desirable,, 
and  are  by  age  graduated  out  of  the  day  into  the  evening  classes.  Indivi- 
dual attention  to  each  child  is  absolutely  necessary  to  success  in  training, 
both  body  and  mind.  The  results  of  training,  where  there  is  combined 
physical  culture,  manual,  mental  and  moral  training,  according  to  the 
varied  individual  requirements  and  capabilities,  together  with  the  home- 
life  and  growth  into  its  amenities,  brings  certain  results  which  oftimea 
manifest  themselves  to  a surprising  degree,  and  what  was  at  first  a blighted 
brain,  a dwarfed  body,  gives  evidence  of  future  usefulness.  Next  school 
term  we  will  grade  upward  nearly  a score  of  cases  that  two  years  ago  were 
indeed  unpromising. 

Entertainments  are  held  weekly  for  the  inmates  and  are  of  great  variety 
along  the  line  of  amusement  and  instruction,  though  but  $5.00  has  been 
directly  paid  out  to  persons  not  connected  with  the  institution. 

Wednesday  each  week  from  two  until  four  o’clock  is  visitors’  day  during 
which  time  special  exercises  are  held  in  the  school  rooms.  The  average 
number  of  visitors  weekly  is  about  thirty,  embracing  people  not  only  in 
our  own  vicinity  but  from  different  parts  of  the  State.  A number  of 
State  officials,  physicians  and  others  from  different  states  have  visited  the 
school  and  manifested  a lively  interest  in  the  work.  All  national  holidays 
are  appropriately  observed  either  by  an  evening  of  instruction  and  enter- 
tainment or  a holiday  programme  suitable  to  the  time  and  event.  To  these 
affairs  the  public  are  often  invited.  A very  happy  diversion  for  the 
inmates  is  a birthday  party  given  each  month  to  the  children  whose  birth- 
days come  during  the  time. 

The  completion  of  the  north  dining  building  provides  us  with  a small 
hall  that  will  serve  all  purposes  for  general  assembly  work  until  the  insti- 
tution outgrows  it  when  it  can  be  utilized  for  a work  room.  In  the  third 
story  of  this  building  and  the  added  story  of  the  south  building  are  14 
rooms  for  employees.  Before  removal  to  these  quarters  they  occupied 
apartments  built  in  corners  or  partitioned  hall  ways;  every  available  space 
not  in  actual  use  was  made  into  a room. 

The  need  of  more  accommodations  is  necessary  not  only  to  admit  the 
large  number  of  feeble  minded  and  epileptic  who  have  applied  and  are 
daily  asking  admittance,  but  the  inmates  should  be  graded,  separating 
those  who  are  instructive  and  possessing  more  or  less  intellect  and 
promise  of  future  usefulness  from  the  low  grade  and  idiot  who  require 
simple  custodial  care.  For  the  housing  in  the  same  room  or  buildings  is 
productive  of  no  good  to  the  idiot  but  is  decidedly  a detriment  to  the 
progress  of  the  other.  Neither  is  it  economical,  reasonable  or  just.  This 
criticism  is  often  made  by  visitors  and  always  so  by  those  who  are  at  all 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  some  child.  Several  inmates  have  been  with- 
drawn for  this  reason. 

The  acquirement  of  more  land  would  give  us  besides  garden  and  truck 
land,  pasturage  sufficient  to  keep  a herd  of  cows  large  enough  for  the 
needs  of  the  home.  Our  small  herd  of  thirteen,  even  with  what  milk  we 
are  able  to  purchase  is  not  sufficient.  Good  milk  is  essential  to  the  health- 
ful diet  of  our  children.  It  is  now  almost  a luxury  for  it  canuot  be  pur- 
chased in  this  section  without  buying  in  small  amounts  over  a scattered 
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territory.  The  addition  of  100  epileptics  to  our  number  will  increase  our 
needs  one-third  more. 

The  farm  house  and  barns  should  be  removed  from  the  main  road  and 
at  small  expense  the  house  could  easily  be  enlarged,  providing  a dormitory 
and  dining  room  for  fifteen  boys  who  would  be  regularly  employed  on  the 
farm,  thereby  enabling  us  to  admit  a like  number  of  younger  boys  to  the 
school  departments. 

A root  cellar  and  store  house  would  be  a most  economical  addition  to 
our  equipment  for  at  present  there  is  considerable  waste  of  farm  products 
for  want  of  good  storage  and  the  same  might  be  said  of  our  general  stock 
of  stores. 

More  room  for  the  industrial  departments  is  badly  needed  as  well  as 
providing  space  for  shoei  shop,  tailor  shop,  carpenter  and  machine  shop. 

Now  that  epileptic  cases  will  soon  be  admitted  to  our  care,  provision 
should  be  made  for  equipment  for  scientifically  studying  the  disease  and  if 
possible  adding  something  to  the  etiology  of  so  dreaded  and  common  a 
malady  which  has  for  ages  baffled  all  efforts  to  solve  its  mysterious  cause. 

The  summing  up  of  the  work  of  two  years  with  the  full  realization  of 
the  many  needs  of  a large  institution  and  its  relation  of  cost  to  the  State 
for  the  actual  benefit  received  brings  us  to  the  question  so  frequently 
asked: — “Why  should  the  State  provide  for  the  classes  of  humanity  whom 
we  have  here?”  This  question  has  been  answered  more  ably  by  veterans 
in  the  work,  in  their  various  published  papers  and  reports  from  year  to 
year,  than  I could  possibly  do  in  unlimited  space.  That  this  line  of  work 
has  been  in  progress  for  a number  of  years  in  many  of  the  older  states 
and  is  being  established  by  one  state  after  another  proves  the  fitness  and 
necessity  of  its  existence  and  it  based  not  only  upon  sentiments  of 
humanity  and  Christianity  but  of  wise  economy  and  will  on  these  considera- 
tions appeal  to  the  tax  payer  as  well  as  to  a spirit  of  broad  humanity.  It 
seems  clearly  a parr  of  the  states  system  of  public  education  to  give  such 
training  to  dependent  improvable  feeble  minded  children  as  they  are 
capable  of  in  order  to  secure  the  greatest  future  usefulness.  If  a case  cannot 
be  brought  to  a full  standard  of  useful  citizenship  and  safely  dismissed 
into  the  world  as  self-controling  and  self-supporting  but  can  by  proper 
methods  be  made  partly  self-sustaining,  under  direction  does  it  not  justify 
the  state  in  providing  the  means  of  utilizing  other  wise  wasted  energy  by 
directing  them  into  lines  of  useful  employment.  Those  who  cannot  be 
thus  improved  should  be  properly  and  economically  cared  for,  wisely 
guarded  and  kept  from  harming  themselves,  their  fellows  and  the  state. 
No  ordinary  public  school  will  tolerate  even  a backward  pupil  much  less 
an  imbecile  or  idiot  nor  can  they  give  the  special  teaching  required  any 
more  than  an  ordinary  school  can  be  equipped  with  special  teachers  for 
the  deaf  and  the  blind.  A properly  conducted  state  institution  is  the 
only  method  by  which  these  defective  children  can  be  safely  kept  and 
guarded  from  their  own  degenerate  tendencies  and  the  wickedness  of  evil 
men,  thereby  preserving  the  state  from  an.increase  of  pauperism,  insanity 
and  crime.  That  they  must  be  cared  for  and  that  private  homes,  county 
houses  and  asylums  cannot  give  them  the  kind  and  degree  of  care  needed 
has  been  demonstrated  time  and  again. 
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Whatever  degree  of  success  is  attained  by  the  administration  of  an  in- 
stitution largely  depends  upon  the  work  of  many  people  in  various  posi- 
tions who  are  faithful  and  loyal  to  their  duties  and  who  have  been  zealous 
and  intelligent  in  the  discharge  of  the  same.  The  earnest  and  wise  sup- 
port and  advice  of  the  board  of  control  has  contributed  no  less  to  whatever 
measure  of  success  has  been  attained  by  the  institution. 

Most  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  POLGLASE, 

Medical  Superintendent. 
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INFORMATION  OF  INTEREST  REGARDING  THE  FEEBLE  MINDED. 

The  census  of  1890  reports  95,000  in  the  United  States,  Michigan’s 
share  being  over  3,000. 

The  first  institution  for  their  training  in  the  United  States  was  estab- 
lished by  Massachusetts  in  1848. 

Michigan  was  the  nineteenth  state  to  make  public  provision  for  them, 
her  institution  being  opened  in  1895. 

There  are  less  than  8,000  being  cared  for  by  the  various  states. 

The  work  will  not  be  complete  until  provision  shall  have  been  made  for 
all  this  class. 

There  is  no  cure  for  the  condition.  A decree  of  deficiency  always 
remains. 

The  duration  of  life  falls  short,  as  compared  with  other  individuals. 

The  most  potent  factor  as  a cause,  is  heredity. 

The  popular  belief  that  consanguineous  marriages  are  a prolific  source 
is  an  error. 

The  percentage  among  the  whites  is  greater  than  among  the  blacks. 

In  connection  with  the  mental  state  there  is  some  physical  imperfection. 

There  are  more  males  than  females. 

Their  disposition  is  usually  of  a sympathetic  nature  and  responsive  to 
kindness,  the  predominant  factor  used  in  managing  them. 

The  terms  idiocy,  iihbecility,  and  feeble-minded,  are  used  synonym- 
ously. 

Permanent  detention  is  advocated  for  all  feeble-minded  persons. 

Professor  Monroe,  of  Stanford  University,  obtained  data  relating  to 
10,000  pupils  in  California  schools,  finding  ten  per  cent,  mentally  dull  and 
three  per  cent,  feeble  minded.  He  states,  “there  are  many  children  in 
public  schools  who  could  be  more  economically  and  wiseiy  trained  in 
schools  adapted  to  their  special  needs,”  and  remarks,  “There  are  many 
more  who,  although  not  positively  feeble  minded,  skirt  the  borderland 
of  abnormality,  and  because  of  their  large  numbers  (nearly  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  school  enrollment)  should  receive  the  thoughtful  attention 
of  teachers  and  specialists.” 

A commission  appointed  by  the  British  government  to  investigate  the 
condition  of  100,000  school  children  in  Great  Britain,  report  seven  per 
cent,  as  being  mentally  dull. 
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STATE  OF  MICHIGAN,  in  account  with  John  Hevener,  Treasurer  of  the  Michigan  Rome  for  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic,  for  the  fiscal 

year,  ending  June  30,  1898. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 

FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING-  JUNE  30,  1897. 


John  Uevener , Treasurer. 


• 

Receipts. 

Disburse- 

ments. 

Receipts : 

From  state  treasurer— 

For  current  expenses 

For  special  purposes : 

Laundry  fire 

$35,000  00 

952  16 
9,000  00 

$2  57 
71  52 
25 
75 

- 6 78 

14  35 
1,605  77 

15  44 

$44,952  16 

1,717  43 
303  88 
$46,973  47 

$37,021  31 
9,952  16 

$46,973  47 

$37,368  63 
6,010  60 

New  cottage  and  furnishing 

Earnings  and  reimbursements,  current— 

Food  

Clothing 

Stationery,  printing,  etc 

Household  supplies 

Improvements  and  repairs 

Tools  and  machinery 

Farm,  garden,  stock,  and  grounds 

Industrial  training  expenses  

Parents  of  inmates,  maintenance 

A mount  applicable  to  current  expenses  _. 

Amount  applicable  to  special  purposes 

Disbursements : 

For  current  expenses 

For  special  purposes.  

1,636  59 
35 
951  88 
3,421  78 

Act  of  1895  

Special  building 

Laundry  fire  . 

New  cottage  and  furnishing 

Totals  ..  . 

$46,973  47 
3,321  51 

$43,379  23 

Balance  July  1, 1896,  current  expense  

$1,669  08 
1,652  43 

Balance  July  1,  1896,  special  purposes 

Balance  June  30, 1897,  current  expense 

$1,321  76 
5,593  99 

Balance  June  30, 1897,  special  purposes.. 

$6,915  75 

Totals  ..  . 

$50,294  98 

$50,294  98 

State  of  Michigan,  ) 

County  of  Lapeer , ) ss* 

John  Hevener,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  the  above  report  is  a true  and  correct  statement  of  all 
money  received  and  disbursed  by  him  as  treasurer  for  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and 
Epileptic,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

John  Heveneb, 

Treasurer. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  a notary  public,  in  and  for  said  county,  this  first  day  of 
November,  1898. 

Fred  D.  Johnson. 

Notary  Public  for  Lapeer  County , Mich. 
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Treasurer's  Beport  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30 , 1898.  John  Hevener,  Treasurer. 


Receipts : 

From  State  Treasurer— 

For  current  expense 

For  special  purposes  : 

New  cottage  and  furnishing 

Heating  one  cottage 

Hospital  building 

Laondry  building  and  machinery 

Dining-room  and  kitchen 

New  boiler  fixtures  and  enlarging  boiler-room 

Sewerage... 

Furniture  and  equipment 

One  new  cottage ^ 


$34,903 

9.000 

2.000 

1.500 

5.000 

12,000 

2,600 

1.000 

2.500 
5,000 


20 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 


$75,503  20 


Receipts. 


Disburse- 

ments. 


Earnings  and  reimbursements,  current — 
From  State  Treasurer: 

For  furnishing  to  indigent  inmates— 

Clothing 

Medical  supplies 

Miscellaneous  expenses..  

Industrial  training  expenses. 

From  other  sources — 

Clothing 

Household  supplies 

Farm,  garden,  stock  and  grounds 

Industrial  training  expenses 


$2,890  53 
82  75 
62  50 
2,216  60 

1 05 
12  60 
1,835  35 
80 


7,102  18 


Parents  of  inmates,  maintenance 

Over-drawn  balance,  current,  transferred  to  special  improvements 
and  repairs  account ; 


37  05 
2,280  70 


$84,923  13 


Amount  applicable  to  current  expense 

Amount  applicable  to  special  purposes  

Disbursements : 

For  current  expenses 

Unexpended  balance  returned  to  State  Treasurer 

For  special  purposes— 

Act  of  1895 

Laundry  fire.. 

New  cottage  and  furnishing 

Heating  one  cottage 

Hospital  building 

Laundry  building  and  machinery 

Dining-room  and  kitchen... 

New  boiler,  fixtures  and  enlarging  boiler-room.. 

Sewerage..  

Furniture  and  equipment 

One  new  cottage 

Special  improvements  and  repairs,  transfer  from  current. 


Balance  July  1,  1897,  current  expense. 
Balance  July  1,  1897,  special  purposes. 


$44,323  13 
40,600  00 

$84,923  13 

$43,643  13 
14  17 

$15  49 
28 

14  578  22 
2,000  00 

1.500  00 
4,999  91 

11,913  80 
2,600  00 
979  14 

2.500  00 
1,084  46 
2,280  70 

44,452  00 

$84,923  13 

$88,109  30 

$1,321  76 
5,593  99 

6,915  75 

Balance  June  30,  1898,  current  expense. 
Balance  June  30,  1898,  special  purpose . 


$1,987  59 
1,741  99 


$91,838  88 


3,729  58 
$91,838  88 


State  of  Michigan,  ) 

County  of  Lapeer , > bS' 

John  Hevener,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  tbe  above  report  is  a true  and  correct  statement  of  all 
money  received  and  disbursed  by  him  as  treasurer  for  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded 
and  Epileptic,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 

John  Hevener, 

Treasurer. 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  a notary  public  in  and  for  said  county,  this  first  day  of 
November,  1898. 

Fred  D.  Johnson, 


Notary  Public  for  Lapeer  County,  Michigan. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INVENTORY. 


Buildings $106,600  00 

Real  estate 8,000  00 

Food 325  00 

Clothing 1,086  78 

Laundry  expenses 123  15 

Heating 165  25 

Light 1 125  00 

Medical  supplies.. 170  96 

Stationery,  printing,  etc 178  42 

Amusement  and  instruction — 386  56 

Household  supplies 2,141  75 

Furniture  and  bedding 6,577  10 

Improvements  and  repairs 151  61 

Tools  and  machinery 3.103  40 

Farm,  garden,  stock  and  grounds 2,587  90 

Industrial  training  expenses 

Tailor  shop $150  20 

Dressmaking  department 426  24 

576  54 

Total $132,299  51 
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PRODUCTS  OF  THE  FARM  AND  GARDEN. 


•50,836  pounds  milk  @ $1.25  per  cwt 

2,351  gallons  milk  @ 10c  

27,412  pounds  milk  @ $1  50  per  cwt 

12,301  pounds  dressed  beef  @ *7.00  per  cwt.. 

489  pounds  dressed  veal  @ $7.00  per  cwt 

1,037  pounds  dressed  pork  @ $4.25  per  cwt ... 

712  pounds  dressed  pork  @ $4  60  per  cwt 

523  pounds  dressed  pork  @ $4  75  per  cwt 

3,736%  pounds  dressed  pork  @ $5.00  per  cwt. 
1,727  pounds  dressed  pork  @ $5.50  per  cwt... 
505  pounds  dressed  mutton  @ $7.50  per  cwt. 

228  bushels  potatoes  @ 15c. 

74  bushels  potatoes  @ 18c 

164  bushels  potatoes  @ 25c 

86  tons  hay  @ $4.00  

4 tons  millet  @ $5  00  

364  bushels  oats  @ 25c 

150  dozen  radishes  

34  dozen  bunches  radishes  @ 15c 

30  dozen  onions  @lc 

26  dozen  bunches  onions  @ 20c 

1 bushel  onions 

3%  bushels  onions  @ 40c . 

14  dozen  bunches  carrots  @ 2c 

988%  bushels  carrots  @ 10c. 

824  bushels  carrots  @ 15c... 

363  bushels  beets  @ 10c 

2 bushels  beets  @ \2%c  

2 bushels  beets  @ 15c 

15  bushels  beets  @ 20c 

19  bushels  beets  @ 25c 

% bushel  peas  @ 40c  

80  bushels  peas  @ 50c 

17%  bushels  peas  @ 75c. 

5%  bushels  beans  @ 20c 

6%  bushels  beans  @ 60c  

24  7-60  bushels  beans  @ 65c 

22  bushels  beans  @ $1.00 

200  bushels  mangel  wnrzels  @ 10c 

66  bushels  turnips  @ 162£c 

1,989  heads  cabbage  @ 2%c 

182  heads  cabbage  @ l%c 

35  bushels  tomatoes  @ 18%c  

6%  bushels  rutabagas  @ 12%c 

3 heads  cauliflower  @ 9c  

865  bushels  corn  in  ear  @ 20c  

844  dozen  ears  sweet  corn  @ 3%c 

■6%  dozen  cucumbers  @ 12c 

30  bushels  cucumbers  @ 15c  

13,225  pounds  apples  @ 15c  per  cwt 

9%  bushels  cherries  @ 60c 

1 bushel  currants 


$635  44 
235  10 
411  18 
861  07 
34  23 
44  07 
32  75 
24  84 
186  82 
79  41 
37  88 
34  20 
13  32 
41  00 
344  00 
20  00 
91  00 
1 00 
5 10 
30 

5 20 
25 

1 30 
28 
98  85 
123  60 
36  30 
25 
30 

3 00 

4 75 
20 

40  00 
13  12 

1 15 

3 90 
15  68 
22  00 
20  00 
11  17 
44  75 

2 72 

6 49 
80 
27 

173  00 
31  63 
78 

4 50 
19  83 

5 70 
1 00 


Total  value. 


$3,825  98 
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HOSPITAL  REPORT. 

Surgical  operations : 

Plastic  operation  on  the  eye 1 

Circumcision 3 

Abscesses 8 

Crushed  hand 1 

Rectal  operations 11 

Uterine  “ _ 2 

Tumor  of  Scalp 2 

Fracture,  compound  double,  fore  arms 1 

Total 28 

Hospital  cases  treated : 

Bruises 1 

Burns 1 

C ancrum  oris . 2 

Cellulitis,  diffuse 3 

Congestion,  brain 8 

Coryza  7 

Conjunctivitis 2 

Croup  1 

Debility 3 

Dysentery. 9 

Eczema 2 

Erysipelas 4 

Fever,  remittent 10 

Gastritis _ 18 

Iritis 1 

Ivy  poisoning.. _r 7 

Laryngitis 1 2 

Mumps.  8 

Rheumatism 10 

Peritonitis 1 

Scarlet  feverl 7 

Tonsilitis 42 

Sprains  of  ankle 4 

Ulcers,  indolent 4 

Total 157 

Total  number  treatments  in  dispensary.^ 16,458 

Number  of  prescriptions  dispensed 5,313 


HOUSEHOLD  REPORT. 

Articles  made  in  sewing  room : 

Sheets 770 

Pillowcases 1242 

Tablecloths..  82 

Children’s  napkins 1000 

Employees’  “ 75 

Bed  spreads  hemmed 25 

Dusters 98 

Wash  cloths 36 

Bed  ticks  16 

Towels 630 

Holders... 48 

Aprons .'  726 

Drawers,  pairs 210 

Night  gowns • 280 

Night  shirts 270 

Blouse  waists,  boys’ 494 

Day  shirts 108 

Dresses  606 

Sun  bonnets 24 

Skirts  304 

Boys’  pants 1200 

Denim  jackets,  boys’. 1268 

Chemise..  96 

Cornet  covers.. 24 

Clothes  bags 1 30 

Sundries 300 

Articles  mended : 

Monthly  average ,2,000  pieces. 

Laundry : 

Average  number  of  pieces  washed  weekly,  8,000. 

Kitchen : 

2.000  quarts  fruit  canned. 

12  barrels  gherkins  pickled. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES, 


Table  I. — Movement  of  the  population  for  the  biennial  period  ending  June  30 , 1898 
Showing  counties  from  which  inmates  have  been  received. 


Enrolled  June  30,  1898. 

Since  admitted. 

Counties. 

Male. 

Female 

Total. 

Male. 

Female 

Total. 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cass  _ 

3 

3 

Charlevoix 

1 

1 

Cheboygan 

1 

1 

Clare  

2 

2 

Chippewa _ 

1 

1 

Clinton 

2 

6 

8 

1 

1 

Delta . 

1 

1 

Dickinson  

1 

1 

Eaton 

2 

1 

3 

Emmet . 

1 

1 

Genesee. 

2 

5 

7 

1 

1 

Gogebic.  

1 

1 

Grand  Traverse 

1 

1 

Hillsdale 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Tngham 

4 

4 

8 

2 

2 

Ionia . 

1 

2 

3 

Isabella 

2 

2 

Jackson  

3 

5 

8 

2 

2 

Kalamazoo. 

2 

2 

4 

Kent 

3 

6 

9 

3 

3 

Lake 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

Lapeer 

4 

3 

7 

Leelanau 

1 

1 

Livingston 

1 

1 

Lenawee 

1 

1 

Macomb 

1 

1 

M anistee 

1 

3 

4 

Marquette.  . 

2 

2 

Monroe  

1 

1 

Montcalm 

2 

4 

6 

Muskegon 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Newaygo 

2 

2 

Oakland 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Oceana . 

1 

1 

Osceola . 

2 

2 

Ottawa.  _ 

1 

1 

Saginaw . _ 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

Sanilac . 

3 

3 

Schoolcraft  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Shiawassee 

1 

2 

3 

St.  Clair 

3 

2 

5 

St.  Joseph 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Tuscola  „ 

4 

1 

5 

Van  Buren __  

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Washtenaw ...  _ 

4 

4 

8 

Wayne 

. 25 

It 

39 

4 

4 

8 

Wexford. 

2 

2 

Totals 

99 

99 

198 

21 

11 

32 

24 
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Table  I.— Concluded. 


Male. 

Female 

Total. 

Total  enrollment  June  30, 1898 

99 

99 

198 

Since  admitted  (new) 

21 

11 

32 

Totals  _ 

120 

110 

230 

Died  

1 

1 

Discharged 

19 

8 

Totals _ 

20 

9 

29 

Remaining  on  the  rolls  June  30. 1898 

201 
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Table  II. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  applications  on  file  pending  admis- 
sion, together  with  the  names  of  counties  from  which  they  have  been  received. 


Counties. 

For 

Feeble 

minded. 

For 

Epileptic. 

Total. 

4 

1 

5 

3 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

Bay.  

6 

6 

12 

1 

1 

3 

4 

7 

2 

3 

5 

Calhoun 

1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 

10 

2 

2 

3 

s 

8 

Genesee 

5 

4 

9 

1 

4 

5 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Hillsdale 

3 

2 

5 

2 

7 

9 

2 

7 

9 

5 

3 

8 

Ionia 

4 

1 

5 

Iosco 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

Isabella 

1 

1 

2 

Jackson 

9 

4 

13 

Kalamazoo .... 

2 

3 

5 

Kent 

3 

6 

9 

Lake  

5 

5 

Lapeer 

3 

7 

10 

Leelanau 

2 

2 

Lenawee  

6 

5 

11 

Livingston _ 

2 

2 

4 

Luce  

1 

1 

Mackinac 

1 

Macomb 

3 

2 

5 

Manistee 

6 

4 

10 

Marquette 

3 

2 

5 

Mecosta 

4 

4 

Menominee 

3 

3 

Midland.  .. 

4 

1 

5 

Monroe 

2 

3 

5 

Montcalm _. 

5 

3 

8 

Montmorency 

1 

4 

5 

Muskegon 

2 

2 

4 

Newaygo 

3 

3 

Oakland 

7 

6 

13 

Oceana  . 

3 

5 

8 

Ogemaw 

2 

2 

Osceola 

4 

8 

12 

Oscoda 

1 

1 

Otsego 

2 

1 

3 

Ottawa  . . 

3 

8 

11 

Presque  Isle 

1 

1 

Saginaw 

17 

7” 

24 

Sanilac 

4 

2 

6 

Schoolcraft 

1 

2 

3 

Shiawassee 

4 

4 

8 

St.  Clair 

13 

8 

21 

St.  Joseph 

5 

3 

8 

Tuscola  

8 

11 

19 

"Van  Buren 

4 

2 

6 

Washtenaw 

4 

4 

Wayne 

31 

55 

86 

Total 

239 

262 

501 

4 
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Table  III. — The  following  table  shows  the  ages  of  inmates. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

From  seven  to  ten  years  of  age 

13 

12 

25 

“ eleven  to  fifteen  years  of  age 

52 

31 

83 

“ sixteen  to  twenty  years  of  age 

41 

45 

86 

“ twenty-one  to  twenty-five  years  of  age 

10 

14 

24 

“ twenty-six  to  thirty  years  of  age 

2 

4 

6 

Thirty- two  years  of  age 

1 

1 

Thirty-five  years  of  age  

2 

2 

Thirty-six  years  of  age 

1 

1 

2 

Sixty-one  years  of  age 

1 

1 

Total 

120 

110 

230 

Table  IV.— Showing  alleged  cause  of  mental  deficiency. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Spasms  of  dentition 

16 

14 

30 

Cerebral  inflammations 

10 

13 

23 

Injuries  to  the  head 

7 

#5 

12 

Prenatal  impression 

4 

7 

11 

Scarlet  fever..  

2 

6 

8 

Cholera  infantum _ 

1 

4 

5 

Measles  . . 

2 

2 

4 

Typhoid  fever 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No  cause  obtained 

74 

55 

129 

Totals  

120 

110 

230 

\ 

Table  V. — Statement  showing  special  defects  of  inmates. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Epileptic  _ _ _ . . . . _ 

3 

4 

7 

Blind 

1 

1 

2 

Vision  imperfect. 

3 

6 

9 

Deaf  and  dumb.  • 

2 

2 

Do  not  talk.  

9 

8 

17 

Speech  imperfect 

23 

18 

41 

Paralytic . 

1 

1 

2 

Microcephalic 

3 

2 

5 

Hydrocephalic 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

45 

43 

88 
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Table  VI.  —Showing  statements  as  to  the  heredity  of  inmates. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Father  alcoholic 

22 

11 

33 

Mother  “ 

4 

1 

5 

Father  insane 

4 

5 

9 

Mother  “ 

2 

3 

5 

Father  epileptic 

2 

3 

5 

Mother  “ 

1 

1 

Father  feeble  minded 

5 

1 

6 

Mother  “ “ . 

7 

10 

17 

Father  having  syphilis 

2 

2 

Father’s  brother  epileptic 

2 

2 

Mother’s  sister  epileptic 

1 

1 

Totals 

48 

38 

86 

No  information  concerning 

72 

72 

144 

- - ■ j - 

120 

110 

230 

Table  VII. — Statement  showing  nativity  of  inmates. 


United  States. 

No. 

Foreign  born. 

No. 

Indiana 

2 

2 

199 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Austria 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

Kentucky 

Canada 

Kansas 

Denmark  

Michigan 

England 

New  York 

Germany 

New  Hampshire. 

Norway 

Ohio.  

Poland 

Pennsylvania 

South  Dakota  . . ... 

Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Total  born  in  United  States 

215 

Total  foreign  born 

Totals  

230 
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Table  VIII. — Statement  showing  nativity  of  fathers. 


Birth  place. 


No. 


Africa 

Canada 

Denmark 

England 

France  

Germany 

Holland 

Ireland 

Norway 

Poland 

ftussia 

Sweden 

Scotland 

United  States. 
Wales... 


5 

7 

3 
13 

2 

24 

6 

8 
2 

4 
3 
2 

5 
145 

1 


Total 


230 


Table  IX. — Statement  showing  how  inmates  are  supported. 


By  state  wholly 

By  state  parents  furnishing  clothing  

Parents  paying  full  maintenance 

Parents  furnishing  clothing  and  maintenance  in  part. 


193 

29 

6 

2 


Total 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

We  desire  to  thus  publicly  express  our  thanks  to  Rev.  C.  R.  Kellerman, 
Rev.  C.  R.  Baker  and  Rev.  A.  K.  Beam,  for  kindly  services  rendered. 

To  Mr.  Wm.  Beitner,  Traverse  City,  for  fruit  at  Easter  and  sleds  at 
Christmas  time,  1897,  for  the  children. 

To  Mr.  A.  L.  Gregory,  Lapeer,  for  seventy- five  napkin  rings,  Christmas 
presents  for  the  children. 

To  Mrs.  A.  R.  Jones,  Lapeer,  for  contributions  of  papers  and  cards  for 
the  children. 

To  the  Lapeer  city  band  for  a concert. 

To  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  Presbyterian  church,  Lapeer,  for  a quantity  of 
cards  and  charts. 

To  Mrs.  W.  B.  Williams,  Lapeer,  for  contributions  of  periodicals  and 
dressed  dolls. 

To  Mr.  D.  E.  Holland,  Lapeer,  for  contributions  of  reading  matter. 

And  to  the  publishers  of  the  following  periodicals  gratuitous  copies  of 
which  have  been  received  regularly  by  the  Home: 

Development Elywn,  Pa. 

Michigan  Mirror Flint 

Index  and  Review Kalamazoo. 

Democrat  and  Press Lapeer. 

Charitable  Observer Lincoln,  111. 


EXAMINATION  OF  PLANS  FOR  STATE  BUILDINGS* 

PROPOSED  COTTAGE  AT  THE  HOME  FOR  THE  FEEBLE  MINDED,  AT  LAPEER,  MICH. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  held  a special  meeting  at  Lansing,  December 
8,  1896,  for  the  examination  of  the  plans  for  a proposed  “cottage”  at  the 
Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded,  at  Lapeer. 

A letter  from  Dr.  Polglase,  Superintendent,  states  that  “the  building  is 
designed  to  accommodate  not  more  than  75.”  “The  basement  will  be  used 
for  the  fan  and  coils,  it  being  intended  to  use  the  blower  system”  of 
ventilation. 

The  building  is  planned  to  be  only  two  stories  in  height — considering 
the  character  of  the  inmates  and  the  purpose  for  which  the  building  is  to 
be  constructed,  this  is  cordially  approved. 

The  specifications  provide  that  “traps  to  be  ventilated  with  galvanized 
iron  two-inch  pipes  running  through  the  roof  as  specified  hereafter.” 
Galvanized  sheet  iron  pipes  are  not  safe  for  this  purpose,  they  should  be 
of  iron  with  properly  caulked  lead  joints. 

It  is  also  provided  that  there  shall  be  two  running  ventilated  traps  for 
soil  pipes  in  the  basement  with  air  inlet  for  both  opening  under  veranda. 
This  appears  to  be  objectionable. 

The  arrangement  of  the  rain-water  drains  and  sewers,  as  shown  on  the 
basement  plan,  is  not  approved.  The  catch  basin  should  be  placed  outside 

* In  accordance  with  Act  206  of  1881,  (§  418  Howell’s  Statutes),  as  amended  by  Act  86  of  1889, 
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the  building,  and  at  a point  near  to  where  the  iron  sewer  is  shown  to  be 
connected  to  the  stoneware  pipes;  and  the  rain-water  and  subsoil  drains 
conveyed  to  tlje  same  on  the  outside  of  the  building.  This  would  prevent 
flooding  of  the  basement  by  reason  of  stoppage,  or  defects  in  the  drains, 
and  would  dispense  with  the  large  unventilated  sewer,  flap  trap,  catch 
basin,  etc.,  inside  the  building,  which  would  be  objectionable.  A six-inch 
iron  sewer,  with  four-inch  branches,  and  properly  caulked  lead  joints, 
should  then  be  run  to  the  soil  and  waste  pipes  in  the  basement,  the  iron 
pipes  extending  outside  the  building  to  a distance  of  at  least  six  feet. 
The  remainder  of  this  sewer  may  be  of  stoneware  pipes  with  cement  joints. 
The  six-inch  pipes  should  be  connected  to  the  eight-inch  sewer  through  a 
self- cleansing  trap,  six  inches  in  diameter,  with  a shaft  carried  from  the 
top  of  the  trap  to  the  surface  of  the  ground,  for  access,  and  also  for  inlet 
ventilation.  The  air  inlet  should  be  continued  a sufficient  distance  above 
the  surface  to  prevent  the  entrance  being  closed  during  heavy  snow,  and 
the  top  turned  over  or  protected  by  a cap  or  hood.  The  catch  basin 
should  be  connected  to  the  six-inch  sewer,  at  some  point  between  the  main 
trap  and  the  building,  by  turning  the  outlet  from  the  catch  basin  with  a 
bend  or  elbow,  down  into  the  catch  basin  to  a sufficient  distance.  This 
will  effectually  trap  the  basin,  and  also  prevent  the  passage  of  some  solid 
matters  from  the  basin  to  the  sewer. 

The  specifications  state  that  minor  vent  pipes  may  be  connected  together 
in  the  attic  and  run  as  one  pipe  out  of  the  roof.  Each  separate  soil  or 
waste  pipe  should  be  carried  independently  to  and  above  the  roof,  but  the 
vent  pipes  from  the  traps  on  each  stack  may  be  connected  back  into  the 
stack  before  it  passes  through  the  roof,  and  above  the  highest  fixture,  but 
the  vent  pipes  of  one  stack  should  not  be  connected  to  the  vent  pipes  of 
another  stack. 

The  specifications  ask  for  bids  on  the  Blast  system  of  heating  and  ven- 
tilation, with  provision  for  the  supply  of  warm  air;  also  for  the  supply  of 
both  warm  and  cold  air.  The  air  supply  is  to  be  taken  from  above  the  roof 
and  carried  to  the  basement  through  a large  brick  flue  near  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  building.  This  is  not  approved,  because  when  the  fan  is  not 
in  use  it  will  sometimes  be  impossible  to  obtain  a supply  of  fresh  air. 
Provision  should  be  m«de  for  taking  in  fresh  air  from  a source  from  which 
it  would  be  available  when  the  fan  is  not  in  motion. 

The  fresh  air  is  planned  to  be  delivered  into  the  rooms  at  about  seven 
feet  from  the  floor  level,  and  the  foul  air  to  be  removed  at  the  floor  level, 
the  foul-air  registers,  in  nearly  every  case,  being  placed  near  to  the  win- 
dows. These  specifications  are  approved,  in  so  far  as  the  position  of  the 
registers  is  concerned.  1 

The  foul  air  is  planned  to  be  carried  from  the  first  and  second  floors 
down  to  the  basement,  through  galvanized  flues  built  in  the  walls,  these 
being  connected  to  horizontal  flues  made  of  flooring  and  lined  inside  with 
Ruberoid  roofing,  and  suspended  from  the  ceiling  of  the  basement.  All 
the  vent  pipes  in  the  basement  are  planned  to  be  connected  to  one  large 
flue  which  runs  vertically  to  the  roof.  No  provision  seems  to  have  been 
made  for  accelerating  the  draft  in  this  flue  when  the  fan  is  not  in  motion. 
In  fact,  breathing  of  fresh  air  must  stop  whenever  the  fan  stops.  Open  fire- 
places are  planned  to  be  provided  for  the  sitting  rooms  of  the  first  and 
second  floors.  This  provides  for  direct  outlet  ventilation  in  these  two 
rooms ; but  the  source  of  the  supply  of  fresh  air  when  the  fan  is  not  in 
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motion  is  not  certain.  Either  the  air  must  come  down  the  shaft  from  the 
roof,  through  the  fan,  and  through  the  coils  of  pipes,  or  it  must  come 
from  the  foul  air  shafts  by  way  of  the  basement. 

The  attempt  to  ventilate  a building  by  having  foul-air  shafts  or  flues 
from  the  first  and  second  floors  to  take  the  foul  air  to  the  basement  is  not 
approved.  The  vents  should  go  up  and  out. 

The  attempt  to  ventilate  a building  by  carrying  the  foul  air  from  several 
rooms  to  one  common  receptacle  is  not  approved.  All  the  foul-air  flues 
should  run  each  independently  to  the  outer  air,  and  be  placed  in  outside 
walls. 

The  sizes  of  several  of  the  fresh  and  foul  air  flues  shown  on  the  plans 
are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  work  they  would  have  to  perform,  when  the 
fan  is  not  in  motion.  They  are  therefore  not  approved.  All  the  flues, 
vents  and  registers  should  be  made  of  such  a size  that  when  the  fan  is  not 
in  motion  the  proper  quantity  of  air  will  pass  into  and  out  of  the  rooms 
when  moving  at  such  a rate  as  it  would  move  when  the  difference  in  tem- 
perature between  the  outer  and  indoor  air  is  not  great.  Provision  should 
be  made  for  supplying  at  least  2,000  cubic  feet  of  fresh  air  for  each  occu- 
pant per  hour,  at  all  times,  in  every  occupied  room. 

With  the  above  mentioned  exceptions,  the  plans  and  specifications  are 
approved,  so  far  as  this  Board  is  required  by  law  to  examine  and  express 
an  opinion. 

[ Official.  ] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health, 

Lansing,  December  5,  1896. 

Henry  B.  Baker,  Secretary. 

The  suggestions  made  in  the  above  communication  were  complied  with 
in  the  construction  of  the  building.  W.  A.  Polglase, 

Medical  Superintendent. 


EXAMINATION  OF  PLANS  AND  SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  PROPOSED 

DRAINAGE,  HEATING  AND  VENTILATION  OF  NEW  BUILDINGS  AT 

THE  MICHIGAN  HOME  FOR  FEEBLE  MINDED,  AT  LAPEER,  MICHIGAN. 

At  a special  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  held  at  Detroit,  on 
September  16,  1897,  the  plan  for  the  proposed  drainage  of  the  new 
kitchen,  dining  hall,  hospital,  and  laundry  buildings;  the  plans  for  the 
heating  and  ventilation  of  the  new  hospital  building;  and  plans  and  spe- 
cifications for  the  heating  and  ventilation  of  the  new  dining  hall,  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board  and  examined  in  accordance  with  Act  No.  206,  Laws 
of  1881  (§  418,  Howell’s  Statutes),  as  amended  by  Act  No.  86,  Laws  of 
1889. 

Dr.  Polglase,  Superintendent,  and  Mr.  Hevener,  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  were  present  to  explain  the  plans. 

DRAINAGE  OF  KITCHEN,  DINING  HALL,  HOSPITAL  AND  LAUNDRY. 

The  plan  shows  the  proposed  positions  of  the  main  and  branch  sewers 
and  manholes,  also  the  size  of  the  sewers,  but  the  materials  of  which  the 
sewers  are  to  be  constructed,  the  proposed  system  of  ventilating  the  entire 
sewerage  system,  and  the  number,  nature  and  location  of  all  the  plumbing 
fixtures  and  soil  pipes,  are  not  shown. 
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Every  portion  of  the  sewers  which  passes  under  any  part  of  the  build- 
ings, should  be  of  iron,  with  caulked  lead  joints,  and  the  iron  pipes  should 
extend  at  least  five  feet  outside  the  building.  The  balance  of  the  sewers 
outside  the  buildings  may  be  of  glazed  stoneware  with  socket  joints, 
cemented. 

All  fixtures  should  be  properly  trapped,  and  the  traps  protected  against 
syphonage  and  back  pressure. 

Soil  pipes  should  be  continued,  undiminished  in  bore,  to  a point  above 
the  roof  for  ventilation,  but  should  not  be  trapped  at  the  point  where 
they  join  the  sewers. 

The  inspection  manholes  shown  on  the  plan  should  be  provided  with 
open  gratings  for  the  admission  of  fresh  air  to  the  sewers ; the  outlet  ven- 
tilation will  be  secured  by  the  continuation  of  the  soil  pipes  above  the 
roof,  as  previously  suggested;  but  a better  method  than  that  shown  on 
the  plan  submitted  would  be  to  dispense  with  one  of  the  manholes  entirely 
and  place  the  other  manhole,  with  open  grating,  in  the  main  sewer,  at 
its  junction  with  the  sewer  from  kitchen  and  dining  room,  and  run  a six- 
inch  iron  pipe  from  the  highest  point  of  the  sewer  to  a point  above  the 
roof  of  the  Laundry  building.  This  manhole  would  suffice  for  all  the  build- 
ings, and,  by  the  suggested  arrangement,  the  whole  of  the  main  sewer 
from  the  manhole  to  the  Laundry  building  would  then  be  ventilated,  and 
would  be  well  flushed  by  the  large  quantities  of  water  from  the  Laundry 
building.  By  the  plan  submitted  to  this  Board,  the  ventilation  and  flush- 
ing of  the  main  sewer  would  be  impeded  by  the  manhole  near  to  the  Hos- 
pital building.  If  the  manhole  just  referred  to  is  not  constructed  the 
sewer  from  the  Hospital  building  should  be  connected  to  the  main  sewer 
at  a point  lower  down,  so  that  the  flow  of  water  from  the  Laundry  build- 
ing will  not  be  obstructed. 

The  whole  of  the  work,  at  completion,  should  be  tested  by  the  water 
or  smoke  tests,  or  both,  so  that  it  may  be  left  in  a sound  condition. 

HEATING  AND  VENTILATION  OF  THE  NEW  HOSPITAL  BUILDING. 

No  specification  or  description  of  the  proposed  methods  of  heating  and 
ventilation  of  this  building  accompanied  the  plans,  but  the  location  of  the 
direct-indirect  radiators  in  the  several  rooms,  and  the  location  of  the  foul- 
air  registers,  vertically,  but  not  laterally,  is  shown  on  the  plans.  The 
foul- air  registers  should  in  every  case  be  at  the  floor  level.  Members  of 
the  Board  suggested  that  usually  “direct-indirect”  radiators  do  not,  at  all 
times,  supply  sufficient  fresh  air,  because  their  heating  surfaces  are  not 
always  sufficient  to  do  so  in  the  coldest  weather.  The  Superintendent 
stated  to  the  Board  that  these  “direct-indirect”  radiators  were  to  be  so 
constructed  as  to  supply  a sufficient  amount  of  fresh  air.  Provision  should 
be  made  for  supplying  fresh  air  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  cubic  feet  per 
hour  to  each  occupant. 

The  plan  of  the  second  floor  shows  that  the  foul-air  shafts  from  six 
rooms  are  to  be  connected  to  one  common  flue  in  an  outside  wall.  This  is 
not  approved.  The  foul-air  flues  from  each  room  should  be  carried  inde- 
pendently to  the  outer  air,  but,  for  convenience  and  architectural  appear- 
ance, several  of  the  flues  may  be  grouped  before  passing  through  the  roof. 
No  foul  air  flue  should  go  up  in  an  outside  wall,  because  of  a probability 
of  down  drafts. 

No  provision  seems  to  have  been  made  for  the  ventilation  of  the  toilet 
room  on  the  second  floor,  other  than  that  which  will  be  obtained  by  open- 
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ing  the  windows.  As  this  room  is  in  close  proximity  to  rooms  which  are 
evidently  intended  for  occupation  as  sleeping  rooms,  special  means  of 
ventilation  should  be  provided  for  the  toilet  room,  entirely  independent 
of  the  ventilation  of  any  other  room 

HEATING  AND  VENTILATION  OF  THE  NEW  DINING  HALL. 

The  system  proposed  by  the  plans  and  specifications  submitted,  contem- 
plates the  heating  of  the  building  by  means  of  direct-indirect  radiators, 
placed  under  the  windows  in  each  room,  and  also  in  the  stair-hall  of  the 
first  floor.  A flue  is  to  be  placed  in  the  wall  immediately  below  each 
radiator  permitting  the  flow  of  outer  air  to  the  bottom  of  each  radiator, 
the  amount  being  governed  by  a proper  apparatus  connected  with  each 
flue,  but  the  dimensions  of  these  flues  are  not  given.  If  the  radiators  will 
supply  air  sufficiently  warm  in  the  coldest  weather,  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousand  cubic  feet  per  hour  for  each  occupant  the  proposed  method  of 
heating  this  building  will  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Flues  are  to  be  built  in  the  inner  and  outer  walls,  with  openings  near 
the  floor  for  carrying  off  the  foul  air  from  the  different  floors;  all  flues  to 
be  connected  separately  in  attic  to  the  central  flue,  which  projects  through 
and  above  the  roof.  The  proposed  method  of  discharging  the  foul  air 
from  all  the  ro  )ms  into  one  common  shaft  in  the  attic  is  not  approved. 
Each  foul-air  flue  should  be  on  an  inside  wall  aud  be  carried  independent- 
ly to  the  outer  air,  but  the  flues  may  be  grouped  before  passing  through 
the  roof,  as  suggested  for  the  Hospital  building. 

HEATING  AND  VENTILATION  OF  THE  NEW  LAUNDRY. 

Nothing  is  shown  on  the  plans  relative  to  the  heating  and  ventilation  of 
this  building,  but  Superintendent  Polglase  stated  that  it  was  proposed  to 
warm  the  building  by  means  of  the  several  steam -heated  machines,  and 
to  ventilate  both  floors  by  means  of  a fan-blower  discharging  to  the  outer 
air,  and  placed  just  below  the  ceiling  of  the  first  floor,  the  two  floors  being 
connected  by  an  open  stairway,  fresh  air  to  be  supplied  by  open  doors 
and  windows.  A mechanical  blower  is  to  be  placed  in  one  room  on  the 
first  floor  to  be  used  as  a drying  room;  air  is  to  be  drawn  through  this 
room  from  the  main  room  on  the  first  floor.  The  State  Board  of  Health 
suggested  that  if  this  air  be  taken  from  the  floor  level  this  will  serve  to 
ventilate  the  first  floor;  and  the  fresh  air  should  be  supplied  to  the  first 
floor  through  tubes  which  should  receive  the  air  from  the  outside  at  the 
floor  level,  and  deliver  the  air  near  the  ceiling,  the  stairway  to  be  closed, 
fresh  air  to  be  supplied  to  the  second  floor  by  direct-indirect  radiators, 
and  the  foul  air  to  be  removed  at  the  floor  level  through  flues  which  shall 
go  up  to  the  outer  air  above,  but  not  on  an  outside  wall. 

[ Official .] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing, 
Nov.  8,  1897. 

HENRY  B.  BAKER,  Secretary. 

The  suggestions  made  in  above  communication  were  complied  with  in 
the  construction  of  the  building. 

W.  A.  POLGLASE,  Medical  Superintendent. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  PLANS  AND  SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  A 

PROPOSED  NEW  COTTAGE  DORMITORY  AT  THE  MICHIGAN  HOME  FOR  FEEBLE  MINDED  AND 
EPILEPTIC,  AT  LAPEER,  MICHIGAN. 

At  a special  meeting  of  tlie  State  Board  of  Health,  held  at  Lansing, 
Mich.,  May  13,  1898,  the  plans  and  specifications  for  a proposed  new 
cottage  dormitory  at  the  Michigan  Home  for  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic, 
at  Lapeer,  were  examined  in  accordance  with  Act  No.  206,  Laws  of  1881, 
(§  418,  Howell’s  Statutes),  as  amended  by  Act  No.  86,  Laws  of  1889,  and 
by  Act  No.  58,  Laws  of  18971 

The  amended  law  relative  to  the  examination  of  plans  for  State  chari- 
table, penal,  educational  or  reformatory  institutions  is  as  follows: 

“Sec.  7.  That  before  the  board  of  any  charitable,  penal,  educational  or  reformatory  institution 
shall  determine  on  the  plan  of  any  building,  or  on  any  system  of  sewerage,  ventilation  or  heating, 
which  has  been  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  be  constructed,  such  plan  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities  and  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  examination  and  opinion 
thereon;  and  the  board  so  submitting  such  plan,  shall,  in  its  biennial  report,  show  tO'What  extent  it 
was  approv  d by  the  boards  so  examining  them.  And  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  State 
treasury  for  the  execution  of  any  such  plan  or  system  until  the  Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities 
shall  file  with  the  Auditor  General  a written  opinion  that  the  proposed  plan  is  of  such  character  that 
the  construction  may  be  fully  completed  in  accordance  therewith  at  an  expense  within  the  amount 
appropriated  therefor.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  State  boards  to  visit  said  penal,  educa- 
tional, charitable  and  reformatory  institutions  when  necessary  to  make  the  examination  herein  re- 
quired, and  their  expenses  necessarily  incurred  shall  be  audited  by  the  Board  of  State  Auditors  and 
paid  from  the  general  fund.” 

Approved  March  31,  1897. 

No  persoQ  was  present  to  explain  the  plans  and  no  statement  was  re- 
ceived as  to  the  number  of  persons  who  are  to  occupy  the  dormitories; 
but  it  is  believed  that  about  seventy-five  persons  are  to  be  accommodated. 

The  proposed  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  is  not  shown  on  the 
plans  or  described  in  the  specifications,  but  the  plans  show  the  location  of 
the  fresh  and  foul  air  flues  in  the  walls  and  register  openings  to  same,  but 
do  not  show  the  proposed  method  of  terminating  the  foul  air  flues  at  the 
roof  In  a letter  from  Dr.  Polglase,  dated  May  6,  it  is  stated  that  “the 
details  of  the  heating  system  are  not  shown  completely  as  we  will  be  un- 
able to  install  it  under  the  present  appropriation.  The  flues  and  vents 
are  shown  for  the  fan  system  or  they  can  be  utilized  as  well  for  the  in- 
direct.” Until  a plan  or  plans  and  description  of  the  proposed  system  of 
heating  and  ventilation  are  submitted  to  this  Board  no  opinion  can  be 
given.  It  is  recommended,  however,  that  the  “natural”  system  of  ventila- 
tion be  adopted  in  preference  to  the  “fan”  system,  and  so  designed  as  to 
supply  at  least  2,000  cubic  feet  of  fresh  air  per  hour  for  each  occupant 
when  the  difference  between  the  temperature  of  the  inside  and  of  the  out- 
side air  is  not  greater  than  five  degrees,  the  air  to  be  warmed  in  the  cold 
weather  by  the  “indirect”  method  of  heating,  and  delivered  into  the  rooms 
through  registers  placed  in  the  walls  at  a point  eight  feet  from  the  floor 
level.  The  “fan”  system  of  heating  and  ventilation  is  complicated, 
especially  where  a system  of  temperature  regulation  is  adopted;  and  it  re- 
quires shilled  help  to  operate  ani  maintain  the  same  in  good  working 
order,  but  the  most  important  objection  to  i his  system  is  that  there  is  no 
certainity  that  the  fan  will  always  be  in  motion,  and  when  the  fan  is  not  in 
motion,  the  fliw  of  air  through  the  fan,  heating  coils  and  flues  would  be 
insufficient  to  maintain  the  air  of  the  rooms  in  a sufficiently  pure  condi- 
tion. 

Tt  is  recommended  also  that  the  foul  air  flues  from  each  room  be  carried 
independently  to  the  outer  air,  and  that  the  register  openings  to  the  same 
be  placed  in  the  walls  at  the  floor  level — preferably  under  the  windows — 
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and  communicate  with  the  foul  air  flues  on  the  inside  walls  by  means  of 
tubes  laid  between  the  joists.  For  architectural  purposes  the  foul  air  flues 
may  be  grouped  just  before  passing  through  the  roof. 

The  plant  and  specifications  show  that  the  sewer  which  passes  inside  the 
building,  and  for  a distance  of  six  feet  from  any  portion  of  the  building,  is 
to  be  of  iron  with  caulked  lead  joints;  and  the  main  sewer  and  branch 
sewers  from  the  rain  conductors  outside  the  building  are  to  be  of  glazed 
stoneware  with  cemented  joints.  The  vertical  four- inch  soil  pipes  and 
two- inch  vent  pipes  from  the  traps  of  fixtures  are  to  be  of  iron  with 
caulked  lead  joints,  and  to  be  continued  above  the  roof  for  outlet  ventila- 
tion. In  these  particulars  the  plans  and  specifications  are  approved  and 
commended. 

Partial  provision  is  made  for  inlet  ventilation  to  the  sewer  and  soil  pipes 
inside  the  building,  by  a four-inch  iron  pipe,  extending  from  the  house 
side  of  the  trap  which  is  shown  to  be  just  inside  the  foundation  wall,  to 
the  outside  of  the  veranda,  but  by  the  placing  of  traps  on  all  the  branch 
sewers  from  the  soil  pipes,  the  proper  circulation  of  air  through  the  sewer 
and  soil  pipes  is  rendered  impossible. 

The  use  of  five  traps  in  the  sewer  under  the  basement  floor  is  considered 
unnecessary,  and  objectionable  for  the  reason  that  they  would  prevent 
the  free  flow  of  sewage  from  the  building  and  the  circulation  of  air 
through  the  soil  pipes,  and  would  tend  to  frequent  stoppages  in  the 
sewer. 

The  proposed  position  of  the  open  end  of  the  fresh  air  inlet  pipe  is  not 
good,  for  the  reason  that  with  a discharge  from  a fixture  inside  the  build- 
ing foul  air  would  be  driven  out  of  this  pipe  at  a point  in  the  veranda  wall 
near  where  the  inmates  might  be  sitting  or  standing. 

For  the  purpose  of  overcoming  the  before-named  objections  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  five  traps  in  the  sewer  under  the  basement  and  the  “back- 
water flap  trap”  in  the  main  sewer  be  dispeosed  with,  and  that  a manhole 
and  self- cleansing  trap  be  constructed  at  that  point  in  the  main  sewer 
where  it  is  proposed  to  place  the  “back-water  flap  trap,”  and  that  the  top  of 
the  manhole  be  covered  by  an  iron  grating  for  the  admission  of  air  to  the 
sewer.  This  arrangement  would  insure  a movement  of  air  through  every 
part  of  the  sewer  from  the  main  trap  to  the  top  of  the  soil  pipes  and  no 
foul  air  would  be  discharged  at  the  ground  level  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  building  by  a reversal  of  the  current  of  air  in  the  sewer. 

The  proposed  method  of  connecting  the  rain  conductors  direct  to  the 
sewer  is  not  approved  for  the  reason  that  foul  air  might  be  discharged 
from  the  conductors  in  the  vicinity  of  the  upper  windows. 

The  proposed  method  of  connecting  the  subsoil  drains  direct  with  the 
sewer  is  not  approved  for  the  reason  that  foul  air  might  escape  through 
the  open  joints  into  the  building,  and  in  case  of  a stoppage  sewage 
might  leak  through  the  open  joints  into  and  contaminate  the  subsoil,  in- 
side and  outside  the  building. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  sewers  from  the  rain  conductors  and  the 
subsoil  drains  be  conducted  to  a point  near  the  suggested  manhole  and 
main  trap,  and  connected  to  the  sewer  through  a back-water  valve  and  a 
trap  with  deep  seal.  This  would  insure  the  subsoil  drains  against  flooding 
from  stoppage  in  the  main  sewer,  and  preclude  the  passage  of  foul  air 
from  the  sewer  to  the  rain  conductors. 
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The  position  of  the  water  closet  in  the  basement,  as  shown  by  the  plans, 
is  not  approved.  It  is  recommended  that  it  be  placed  near  an  outside 
wall  so  that  light  and  ventilation  may  be  obtained  to  the  same. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  outer  doors  of  the  cottage  be  made  to  open 
outward  so  as  to  afford  rapid  egress  in  case  of  fire. 

With  the  exceptions  above  mentioned,  the  plans  and  specifications  are 
approved,  in  so  far  as  this  Board  is  required  by  law  to  examine  and  ex- 
press an  opinion. 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health, Lansing, 
May  20,  1898. 

HENRY  B.  BAKER,  Secretary. 

The  suggestions  made  in  above  communication  were  complied  with  in  the 
construction  of  the  building. 

W.  A.  POLGLASE,  Medical  Superintendent. 


GENERAL  INFORMATION. 


The  bill  establishing  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and 
Epileptic  was  passed  June  2,  1893,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  permanent 
•charitable  institutions  of  the  State. 

It  is  located  at  Lapeer,  Lapeer  county,  and  is  accessible  by  the  Grand 
Trunk,  and  Bay  City  Division  of  the  M.  C.  R.  R. 

“The  object  of  this  institution  shall  be  to  provide  by  all  proper  and 
feasible  means  the  intellectual,  moral  and  physical  training  of  that 
unfortunate  portion  of  the  community  who  have  been  born  or  by  disease 
have  become  imbecile,  feeble  minded  or  epileptic,  and  by  a judicious  and 
well  adapted  course  of  training  and  managemant  to  ameliorate  their  con- 
dition and  to  develop  as  much  as  possible  their  intellectual  faculties,  to 
reclaim  them  from  their  unhappy  condition  and  fit  them  as  far  as  possible 
for  future  usefulness.” 

Persons  above  the  age  of  6 years  (the  best  age  for  training  and  instruc- 
tion is  between  8 and  12)  who  are  feeble-minded  (or  epileptic)  or  so  defi- 
-cient  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  educated  at  an  ordinary  school,  and  who 
are  not  insane,  paralyzed,  extremely  helpless,  or  afelicted  with 
contagious  disease,  may  be  admitted  upon  receiving  certificate  of 
admission  from  the  Superintendent. 

Persons  from  Michigan  are  admitted  to  the  Home  without  charge  for 
tuition,  boarding,  washing,  medicine,  or  medical  attendance,  but  where 
the  parents  or  guardians  of  any  person  or  persons  who  may  be  admitted, 
are  able  to  contribute  to  their  support,  in  whole  or  in  part,  they  may  be 
required  to  do  so  as  the  board  of  control  may  direct. 

All  children  will  be  received  upon  trial.  Persons  applying  for  admis- 
sion of  inmates  must  fill  out  and  return  certain  blanks,  copies  of  which 
will  be  forwarded  to  any  address  on  application  to  the  Superintendent. 

A bond  will  be  required  in  all  cases  (excepting  children  who  are 
■county  charges)  with  sureties,  to  insure  the  removal  of  the  child  when 
required  by  the  Superintendent,  free  of  charge  to  the  institution,  its  offi- 
cer or  agent,  and  to  provide  comfortable  and  suitable  clothing,  or  to  pay 
for  such  as  may  be  furnished  by  the  institution  during  the  continuance  of 
the  child  in  its  care.  This  bond  should  be  accompanied  by  a certificate 
of  the  county  clerk  that  the  sureties  are  responsible. 

Children  must  come  to  the  school  well  provided  with  plain,  strong  cloth- 
ing for  summer  and  winter.  The  clothing  must  be  renewed  by  the 
parents  as  needed.  Children  who  tear  their  clothing  must  be  provided 
with  garments  made  expressly  for  them,  and  of  such  form  and  texture  as 
may  not  be  easily  torn. 

Only  common  mending  will  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  institution. 
All  the  articles  of  clothing  must  be  marked  with  the  full  name  of  the 
owner. 

Boys  should  be  furnished  with  two  full  suits  of  strong  outer  clothing, 
two  undershirts,  three  nightshirts,  two  pairs  drawers,  four  pairs  of  socks, 
six  handkerchiefs,  two  colored  cotton  shirts,  two  collars,  two  hats  or  caps, 
two  pairs  of  shoes  and  one  pair  of  mittens,  one  comfortable  outside  gar- 
ment. 
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Girls  should  have  three  dresses  (two  wash  dresses),  four  colored  aprons, 
two  white  aprons,  two  underskirts,  three  pairs  drawers,  two  underwaists, 
three  night  dresses,  four  pairs  stockings,  six  handkerchiefs,  two  collars, 
two  pairs  of  strong  shoes,  one  pair  of  rubbers,  one  hat,  one  hood,  one 
shawl  or  cloak  and  one  pair  of  mittens.  Extra  and  better  apparel  is  very 
desirable  for  chapel  worship  and  out  of  door  exercise  and  riding. 

Persons  entitled  to  admission  to  the  Home,  who,  on  account  of  their 
poverty,  are  unable  to  furnish  themselves,  and  whose  friends  are  unable 
to  furnish  them  with  suitable  clothing,  traveling  and  other  necessary 
expenses  for  attendance  at  the  Home,  may  receive  assistance,  not  exceed- 
ing $40  in  any  one  year  for  each  person,  in  the  discretion  of  the  board  of 
control.  Sec.  25,  Act  209,  Public  Acts  of  1893. 

WHO  MAY  BE  ADMITTED. 

Section  20,  act  209,  session  laws  of  1893,  amended  and  approved  May  28,  1895:  All 
feeble  minded  and  epileptic  persons  above  the  age  of  tix  years,  who  aie  legal  residents 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  may  in  the  discretion  of  the  boaid,  be  admitted  to  said  Home 
without  charge  for  tuition,  boarding,  wathirg,  medicine  or  medical  attendance.  But 
where  the  parents  or  guardians  of  any  pej  son  or  persons  who  maybe  admitted  are 
able  to  contribute  to  their  support  in  whole  or  in  part,  they  may  be  required  to  do  so 
under  uniform  rules  to  be  established  by  the  said  board  of  control.  In  the  selection  of 
inmates  preference  shall  be  given  to  indigent  or  pauper  orphan  children,  and  when 
this  class  is  provided  for,  such  others  may  be  admitted  for  whom  application  may  be 
made  whenever  suitable  accommodations  have  been  provided;  and  when  these  classes 
are  provided  for,  other  feeble  minded  and  epileptic  persons  may  be  received  into  said 
institution,  as  the  board  of  control  may  by  their  rules  and  regulations  approve  and 
direct. 

Sec.  26.  The  superintendents  of  the  poor  in  each  of  the  counties  of  the  State  in 
which  there  are  or  shall  be  persons  of  this  class  eligible  to  admission  to  this  Home  by 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  who  have  no  contagious  disease,  and  who  are  or  shall  become 
chargeable  to  said  county,  or  to  any  township  therein,  shall  cause  all,  or  any  such 
persons  to  be  taken  to  the  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic  and  to  be  taken 
into  the  custody  and  care  of  said  Home.  No  person , however,  shall  be  admitted  to 
said  Home  until  a certificate  of  admission  hrs  been  issred  for  the  admission  of  said 
person,  by  some  officer  of  said  Home  duly  authorized  by  the  board  of  trustees  to  issue 
such  certificate. 

Sec.  27.  The  superintendents  of  the  poor  shall  cause  any  and  all  such  persons  to  be 
taken  to  the  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic,  at  the  eapense  of  the  county, 
and  to  be  taken  into  [the]  custody  and  care  of  the  school  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  said  Home. 

Sec.  28.  1 he  superintendents  of  the  poor,  in  every  case,  before  taking  or  sending 
any  person  to  said  Home,  as  provided  in  sections  twenty-five  and  twTenty-six  of  this  act, 
shall  see  that  such  person  is  in  a state  of  perfect  bodily  cleanliness,  and  comfortably 
and  decently  clothed. 

Sec.  29.  Any  person  or  persons  who  desire  to  make  donations  of  money,  personal 
property  or  real  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  institution,  provided  for  in  this  act,  shall 
have  the  right  to  vest  the  title  to  such  money,  personal  property  or  real  estate  so 
donated,  in  the  board  of  control  of  the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and 
Epileptic,  created  by  the  provision  of  this  act,  to  be  held  and  controlled  by  such  board 
when  accepted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  deeo,  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  of 
such  property;  and  as  to  such  property  so  donated  as  aforesaid,  the  said  board  shall  be 
held  and  considered  to  be  the  special  trustees. 

The  parents  and  friends  of  pupils  may  visit  them  as  they  deem  proper, 
though  too  frequent  visiting  we  do  not  advise.  Board  and  lodging  cannot 
be  furnished  parents  and  friends  of  inmates  at  the  Home. 

The  regular  visiting  day  of  our  institution  is  Wednesday  of  each  week, 
on  which  day  special  and  interesting  exercises  are  held  by  the  pupils. 

Letters  on  business  connected  with  the  institution  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Superintendent. 

Express  packages  and  telegrams  should  be  prepaid.  The  Superintend- 
ent will  take  pleasure  in  giving  further  information  about  the  Home. 
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List  of  officers  and  employes,  showing  salary  paid  each  at  the  end  of  fiscal  period , June 

30,  1898. 


Name. 

Grade. 

Rate.  [ 

Time. 

Residence. 

Medical  Superintendent 

$2,000  00 
1,000  00 
450  00 

Year 

Resident. 

Non-resident. 

46 

Resident. 

S00  00 

66 

300  00 

• 6 

>6 

300  00 

66 

301 1 00 

‘6 

300  00 

H.  S.  Evans 

Stenographer  and  book-keeper 

300  00 

46 

Attendant 

18  00 

Month 

* * 

66 

18  (0 

6 6 

18  00 

64 

W.  L.  Oldenburg  _ 

48 

18  00 

6 < 

Anna  Keifer  . 

64 

18  00 

66  “ 

E.  W.  Locy 

(6 

18  00 

46 

Minnie  Kinietz 

44 

18  00 

66 

Amanda  Parks  

(6 

18  00 

66 

Anna  Allen  

(6 

15  00 

Roy  Bentley 

64 

15  00 

66 

Eva  Lawson 

44 

15  00 

66 

Ida  Jolly...  

Hospital  nurse 

25  00 

66 

Annie  Bullock .. 

Hospital  nurse,  assistant 

8 00 

Libbie  Miller 

Cook 

30  00 

46 

Mary  Porter 

Cook,  assi-tant 

16  00 

66 

6 l 

Gertie  Brooks 

Dining-room 

11  00 

66 

1 6 

Ella  Mills 

u ro 

“ 

4 6 

Mabel  Alien..  .. 

(6  44 

11  00 

66 

Jennie  Middleton 

46  44 

11  00 

66 

Ella  Carpenter  

Domestic ... 

12  00 

(6 

Allan  Holcomb  

Watchman 

30  00 

66 

Non-resident. 

Ed  Webber  

Laundryman 

25  00 

46 

Resident. 

Mrs.  Ed.  Webber 

Laundress 

15  00 

E.  W.  Torrance 

Seamstress 

25  00 

Della  Hustead 

44 

11  00 

4 6 

14 

Anna  M.  Case 

»6 

11  00 

46 

66 

Florence  Dent..  . 

46 

11  00 

66 

64 

M.  E.  Watts. 

6 6 

11  00 

66 

44 

Mary  Fanning 

64 

11  00 

66 

66 

C.  C.  McDonald.  

Engineer 

40  00 

66 

46 

Frank  Desnoyer 

Firemman ... 

30  00 

66 

Non-resident. 

Frank  C.  Scott 

Carpenter 

50  00 

Elmer  Newton 

Coachman . _. 

16  00 

66 

Resident. 

W.  A.  Older  burg..  . 

Chore  boy 

15  00 

46 

Geo.  W Hubbard.. 

Farmer  

365  00 

Year 

House  only. 
Non-resident. 

Chas  Hubbard.  

Farm  help 

26  00 

Month 

Dan  Prestage 

15  00 

Resident. 
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Lapeer,  Mich.,  September  1898. 

To  the  State  Board  of  Corrections  and  Charities,  Lansing,  Michigan: 

Gentlemen : — I submit  below  the  estimates  of  appropriations,  made  by  the  board  of  this 
institution,  for  the  years  1899  and  1900,  as  provided  by  Sec.  6,  Act  86,  Laws  1889 ; with  a 
statement  of  our  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1897 : 


MICHIGAN  HOME  FOR  THE  FEEBLE  MINDED 
AND  EPILEPTIC. 


Summary  of  appropriations  needed  for  the  years  1899  and  1900 : 

For  Current  Expenses,  $58,045.00  for  each  year;  total $116,090  00 

Less  estimated  earnings 4,400  00 

Appropriation  needed _ $111,690  00 

On  the  basis  of  the  following  classification:! 


Items. 


1.  Salaries  and  wages 


Superintendent  ._ 

Assistant  physician 

Steward 

Bookkeeper 

Stenographer 

Matron 

Assistant  matron 

Nurses  (regularly  employed,  not  special)  (four) . 

Teachers  (number,  salary  paid  each,  aggregate)  (6  at  $300.00) . 
Watchman  (2  at  $360.00) 

cook  (2 

Janitor  

Housemaids  (number  nine) 

Attendants 


$2,000 

00 

600 

00 

1,000 

00 

600 

00 

300 

00 

600 

00 

400 

00 

620 

00 

1,800 

00 

720 

00 

360 

00 

600 

00 

240 

00 

1,200 

00 

3,500 

00 

2.  Food 

3.  Clothing 

4.  Laundry  expenses. 


Supplies. 
Labor ... 


5.  Heating. 


$375  00 
480  00 


Material. 
Labor 


6.  Light. ... 

7.  Medical 

8.  Stationery 

9.  Amusement  and  instruction 

10.  Household  supplies  

11  Furniture  and  bedding 

12.  Improvement  and  repairs 

13.  Tools  and  machinery 

14.  Farm,  garden,  stock  and  grounds. 


$4,800  00 
1,000  00 


Farm  labor 

Tools,  implements,  vehicles  and  materials., 

Seeds  and  plants 

Live  stock  j 

Other  expenses 


15.  Freight  and  transportation  (not  otherwise  classified) 

16.  Miscellaneous  expenses 

17.  Industrial  training 


$1,500  00 
800  00 
125  00 
1,000  00 
500  00 


Totals 

Less  estimated  earnings. 


Appropriation  needed . 


Estimated 
needs 
for  each 
of  above 
years. 

Amount 

expended 

calendar 

year 

1897. 

$14,540  00 

$9,197  78 

15,000  00 

9,822  64 

3,350  00 

2,959  92 

855  00 

709  09 

5,800  00 

4,202  01 

1,500  00 

986  55 

850  00 

339  59 

375  00 

302  67 

450  00 

236  43 

2,375  00 

1,527  97 

700  00 

347  47 

3,500  00 

3,038  23 

325  00 

196  51 

3,925  00 

3,019  70 

375  00 

241  94 

525  00 

317  73 

3,600  00 

1,188  90 

$58,045  00 

$38,635  13 

2,200  00 

$55,845  00 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Total  number  of  inmates  each  year  of  the  biennial  period  ending  June  30, 1898 201 

Average  “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 192 

Per  capita  cost  to  the  state  for  same - $178  00 

Estimated  total  number  of  inmates  each  year  of  the  biennial  period  ending  June  30,  1900 

Estimated  average  “ “ “ “ “ “ “ - — 

Estimated  per  capita  cost  to  the  state  for  same,  based  on  “estimated  needs” $145  00 


202 

199 

400 

400 


SPECIAL  APPROPRIATION  NEEDED. 


We  give  below  the  aggregate  of  each ; the  details  and  items  of  which  we  submit  on  accompanying 
sheets : 


200  acres  land,  @ $50.00  

Two  inmates  cottages  @ $17,399.00.. 

One  administration  cottage _ 

Heating  three  cottages  (two  new  and  one  under  construction)  @ $1,500.00. 

Furnishing  two  cottages  @ $2,400.00  

Furnishing  administration  cottage  including  iron  vault 

Boiler  house  and  chimney  . 

Two  150  H.  P.  b dlers  and  setting  @ $2,750.00 

Two  live  steam  purifiers  and  feed  water  heaters  @ $510.30 

Setting  and  connecting  same 

One  boiler  feed  pump,  6x4x6  

1360  feet  10-inch  steam  main  and  setting  @ $1.50 

1360  feet  6-inch  steam  main  and  setting  @ $1.25 

1210  feet  of  covered  way  @ $8.77  per  foot 

350  feet  brick  tunnel  @ $2.60  per  foot  ..  . • 

Two  100  H.  P,  engines  and  setting  @ $1,000  00 

Two  50  K W.  dynamos  @ $850.00 

One  25  H.  P.  mot  >r 

One  15  H P.  motor 

One  switch  board,  complete 

97  rods  12-inch  sewer  @ $24.75 

70  rods  6-inch  sewer  @ $24.75  

31,680  sq.  feet  cement  walk  @ $0.10 

1,000  fruit  trees  @ $0.25 

Moving  two  farm  barns  one-half  mile  

170  feet  8-inch  soil  pipe  (iron)  set  np  @ $1.00 

System  of  clocks  and  watchman’s  time  detector 

Four  steel  cei'ings 

One  trip  ex  power  pump  for  electric  or  gas  motor  ..  

Drilling  and  tubing  two  artesian  wells  250  feet  deep  @ $175.00 

One  duplex  pumping  engine  set  up,  7x4x8,  capacity  80,000  gallons  per  day. 

Four  fire  escapes  ...  

To  meet  deficiency  in  current  expense  pf  1897 


$10,000  00 
34,798  00 
18,000  00 

4.500  00 
4,800  00 

3.500  00 
4,587  60 

5.500  00 
1,020  60 

100  00 
125  00 
2,040  00 
1,700  00 
10,611  70 
910  00 
2,000  00 
1,700  00 
550  00 
330  00 
500  00 
2,400  75 
1,732  50 
3,168  00 
250  00 
500  00 
170  00 
337  50 
92  00 
745  00 
850  00 
850  00 
536  00 
2,280  70 


Total.. $111,184  75 

Land  for  this  institution  in  addition  to  the  160  acres  donated  has  been 
deemed  of  so  much  importance  that  the  original  options  on  500  acres  of 
adjoining  land,  at  $50.00  per  acre,  haye  been  extended  for  one  year  from 
January  1,  1899.  The  200  acres  asked  for  is  superior  garden  and  grazing 
land  adjoining  the  ‘‘Home”  farm.  This  land  would  not  only  enable  us  to 
keep  a dairy  herd  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  our  inmates  but  would  give  us 
soil  adapted  to  the  raising  of  garden  truck  large  quantities  of  which  are 
consumed  by  every  institution.  Besides  a large  number  of  our  men  and 
boys  could  thus  be  profitably  employed  who  are  never  of  use  in  lines  of 
skilled  labor  and  who  represent  a surplus  of  our  male  inmates.  At  the 
present  time  construction  of  buildings  and  improvement  of  our  ground 
employ  a large  number  who  would  otherwise  be  idlers. 

We  ask  for  two  cottages  similar  to  the  one  opened  this  year,  a sketch  of 
which  is  in  your  possession.  Your  honorable  board  are  familiar  with  the 
economy  of  its  construction  and  substantial  fitness.  The  estimate  for  con- 
structing these  buildings  was  made  by  W.  H.  Brundage,  Superintendent 
of  Construction,  and  show  a slight  increase  in  cost  due  to  the  advance  in 
price  of  building  material.  The  estimate  for  heating  is  based  upon  the 
cost  of  the  plant  in  the  new  cottage.  The  amount  asked  for  furnishing  is 
the  same  as  appropriated  for  the  last  cottage. 

Appropriation  for  heating  the  cottage  now  under  construction  will  b9 
necessary  as  no  provision  has  heretofore  been  made. 
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For  three  years  the  business  and  official  departments  of  the  institution 
have  been  compelled  to  occupy  small  quarters  in  a cottage  devoted  to  male 
inmates,  beside  the  inconvenience  there  is  no  provision  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  records  of  the  “Home.”  The  Board  therefore  ask  for  a small 
building  for  this  purpose  to  cost  not  to  exceed,  including  heating, 
$18,000.00  and  for  furnishing,  $3,000.00. 

Covered  ways  or  closed  passages  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the 
various  cottages  to  the  dining  hall  is  an  important  need,  for  during  the 
rainy  season  it  is  inhuman  to  expose  to  the  fury  of  the  elements,  these  de- 
fective persons  many  of  whom  are  paralytic  or  so  deformed  as  to  make 
locomotion  slow  and  painful.  These  passage  ways  would  also  serve  as 
room  for  play  and  exercise.  The  basement  would  most  economically  serve 
the  purpose  of  a tunnel  to  carry  steam  mains,  water  pipes,  wires,  etc.  The 
estimated  cost  per  lineal  foot  was  made  by  W.  H.  Brundage. 

A centrally  located  boiler  plant  so  situated  as  to  economically  distribute 
steam  to  the  widely  separated  two  groupings  of  cottages  and  give  a gravity 
return  is  an  absolute  necessity.  On  the  present  high  pressure  system 
about  six  inches  fall  in  550  feet  of  return  pipe  is  not  sufficient  for 
good  service  and  cannot  be  bettered  for  the  bottom  of  the  receiving  tank 
is  below  the  sewer  line.  In  order  to  carry  steam  to  the  new  cottage  it  was 
necessary  to  lay  the  pipe  not  more  than  eighteen  inches  below  the  surface 
of  the  ground  and  before  entering  the  building  it  reached  the  surface. 
The  same  conditions  exist  in  carrying  steam  to  the  laundry  a distance  of 
200  feet.  This  means  a waste  of  steam  and  a greater  consumption  of  coal. 
The  present  boiler  house  is  not  only  too  small  for  the  system  now  in  use 
but  the  chimney  is  in  the  same  ratio  so  that  when  a new  boiler  was  added 
last  winter  a temporary  second-hand,  iron  stack  was  found  and  erected. 
The  cottage  now  under  construction  cannot  be  heated  from  the  situation 
and  capacity  of  the  present  boiler  plant.  Two  150  H.  P.  boilers  will  be 
required  in  addition  to  those  now  in  service  together  with  two  purifiers 
and  heaters  and  one  boiler  feed  pump. 

The  steam  mains  asked  for  will  replace  the  line  in  use  and  will  carry 
low  pressure  steam  for  heating.  It  will  run  in  a straight  course  from  the 
proposed  boiler  house  through  a tunnel  to  the  basement  of  the  covered 
way  then  at  right  angles  as  a distributer  to  all  the  buildings.  The  old  line 
runs  from  building  to  building  underground,  is  inaccessible  and  its  course 
is  at  all  angles  and  different  elevations  as  it  enters  and  leaves  each  build- 
ing making  jvater  pockets  that  cannot  easily  be  overcome  and  impairing 
the  efficiency  of  its  purpose. 

The  350  feet  of  tunnel  is  to  carry  the  steam  mains  from  the  proposed 
boiler  house  (as  shown  on  ground  plat),  to  the  basement  of  the  covered 
way.  Every  steam  line  should  be  so  placed  as  to  be  easy  of  access. 

The  sewer  line  asked  for  is  to  connect  the  cottage  now  under  construc- 
tion to  the  old  sewer  line  as  well  as  providing  an  outlet  for  the  proposed 
boiler  bouse. 

No  means  for  grading  or  ornamenting  the  grounds,  building  a sidewalk 
or  planting  have  yet  been  provided  and  we  therefore  respectfully  ask  the 
above  appropriation  be  approved. 

The  farm  barns  stand  very  prominently  in  front  of  the  line  of  buildings 
on  the  main  road  and  are  not  ornamental  nor  are  they  best  situated  for 
farm  purposes.  Thein removal  would  be  eminently  proper. 

The  iron  soil  pipe  asked  for  is  to  replace  a crock  sewer  that,  passes 
through  the  basements  of  two  buildings.  From  these  basements  air  is 
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taken  to  supply  the  various  day  rooms  and  dormitories.  We  believe  this 
is  a source  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  occupants  and  should  be  remedied 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  four  fire  escapes  asked  for  are  to  be  attached  to  a like  number  of 
three  story  buildings,  two  of  which  are  occupied  by  inmates  and  two  by 
employees.  The  cost  given  is  from  a bid  made  to  us. 

The  institution  will  be  provided  with  free  water  until  June  4,  1899,  in 
accordance  with  an  agreement  with  the  city  of  Lapeer.  After  this  date 
we  will  be  compelled  to  pay  a water  tax  of  not  less  than  $500.00  per  annum 
unless  the  equipment  asked  for  is  granted.  The  plant  would  pay  for  itself 
in  less  than  three  years.  An  attempt  was  made  at  the  time  this  institution 
was  opened  to  use  soft  water  for  boiler  and  laundry  purposes  from  Farmers' 
creek,  the  motive  power  is  a large  windmill  and  has  been  an  utter  failure. 
It  is  most  desirable  to  use  this  water  as  the  artesian  water  supplied  by  the 
city  of  Lapeer  is  destructive  to  boilers  and  steam  mains  to  such  an  extent 
that  if  used  two  years  more  will  ruin  the  plant.  By  the  use  of  an  electric 
motor  and  duplex  pump  the  water  from  the  creek  could  be  furnished 
easily  and  plentifully.  This  water  system  otherwise  is  in  perfect  order. 

The  buildings  of  the  institution  are  equipped  for  the  use  of  electric 
light,  this  we  are  compelled  to  buy  from  a private  company  and  at  a price 
exceeding  what  we  could  produce  it  for  with  the  equipment  here  asked. 
Light  could  be  had  as  we  required  it  and  the  motive  power  would  allow  us 
to  dispense  with  an  engine  in  our  laundry  building,  furnish  heat  for  the 
ironing  room  and  supply  the  power  necessary  to  run  the  pump  for  the 
creek  water  and  all  concentrated  in  one  building. 

The  steel  ceilings  are  to  replace  plaster  in  four  school  rooms  which  it 
has  been  impossible  to  keep  plastered  owing  to  the  vibration  of  the  floor 
above.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  absence  of  brick  cross  walls  in  a com- 
paratively high  building. 

During  the  year  1897,  we  were  compelled  to  pay  a bill  of  $276.45  con- 
tracted by  the  building  commissioners.  One  of  our  horses  was  accident- 
ally killed  and  a new  one  was  purchased  for  $75.00.  We  were  also 
confronted  by  a disabled  heating  plant  and  much  defective  plumbing. 
The  above  bills  were  paid  and  the  improvements  made  and  paid  for  from 
our  cash  current  appropriated  for  1897.  This  left  us  with  not  enough 
money  in  our  current  expense  account  to  meet  the  legigimate  current 
items  of  that  year  and  caused  a deficiency  of  $2,288.70,  and  we  ask  the 
Legislature  of  1899  to  make  an  appropriation  to  balance  this  account. 

The  last  but  not  least  of  the  numerous  wants  of  this  institution  is  time. 
A system  of  clocks  such  asked  for  has  long  been  a need  that  could  not  be 
purchased  in  the  original  furnishings  because  of  the  small  amount  appro- 
priated. 

While  the  amount  asked  for  is  large  in  the  aggregate  the  items  are 
numerous  and  in  strict  line  of  necessity  with  modern  and  economical 
equipment. 

The  demands  for  admission  to  the  institution  are  continuous  and 
renewals  of  the  many  on  file  are  of  almost  daily  occurance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  POLGLASE, 

Medical  Superintendent » 
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COTTAGES. 

800  yards  excavating  at  1234  cents 

510  perch  stone  at  $2.00 

306.000  brick  in  wall  (common)  at  $10.50 

75.000  brick  in  wall  (outside)  at  $12.50 

38.000  feet  bill  stuff  at  $20  00 

8.000  feet  floor  lining  at  $>7.00 

7.000  feet  roofing  at  $16.00 

12.000  feet  maple  flooring  at  $40.00 

3,500  feet  cement  floors  at  9 cents 

2,200  yards  plastering  at  25  cents 

Tile  for  drains  and  conductors 

Cold  air  boxes 

Roof,  slate,  tin  and  galvanized  iron 

Painting  and  oiling ~~~~~~~ 

Cut  stone 

Setting  cut  stone I 

Extra  work  on  roof ~ 

Iron  work,  bolts,  etc 

Cornice  brackets _””I" 

Hardware 

Wire  for  porches 

Machine  work,  doors,  windows,  etc I" 

Extra  work  on  porches 

Two  flight  stairs ” " ” 

Hot  air  pipes  and  registers 

Cement  wainscoting - 

Plumbing " 

Electric  wiring 

Steel  ceilings 

Architects  fees 

Superintendence 

Total 


BOILER  HOUSE. 

150  yards  excavating,  at  15  cents 

36  cords  stone  work,  at  $10.00 

165.000  brick,  at  $10.00 

65.000  brick  for  chimney,  at  $15.00 

3.000  fire-brick,  at  $22.00 ” 

15  cords  concrete,  at  $12.00 

61  square  slate  roof,  at  $9.00 

16  windows,  at  $6.00 

8 doors,  at  $7.00 " 

20,750  feet  roof  timbering,  at  $18.00" 

248  feet  cornice,  at  30  cents 

248  feet  gutters,  at  20  cents 

200  yards  painting,  at  12)4  cents 

90  feet  cut  stone,  at  $1.00 


Total. 


COVERED-WAYS. 

1,866  feet  stone  work,  to  each  100  feet 

12.000  brick, 

20  square  slate,  “ 

1,500  feet  flooring,  “ 

1,500  feet  ceiling,  “ 

48  windows,  “ 

7.000  feet  lumber,  “ 

200  yards  excavating  “ 

Painting,  “ 


$100  00 
1.020  00 
3,213  00 
935  50 
760  00 
136  00 
112  00 
480  00 
315  00 
550  00 
86  75 
50  00 
750  00 
350  00 
1,221  00 
250  00 
240  00 
385  00 
45  00 
3H8  00 
225  00 
1,638  00 
275  00 
197  00 
289  00 


2 1 5 

00 

1,500 

00 

125 

75 

295 

00 

300 

00 

1,000 

00 

$17,399 

00 

$22 

50 

360 

00 

1,650 

00 

975 

00 

66 

00 

180 

00 

549 

00 

96 

00 

56 

00 

373 

50 

75 

00 

49 

00 

25 

00 

90 

00 

$4,567 

00 

$146 

00 

120 

00 

160 

00 

45 

00 

45 

00 

200 

00 

126 

00 

25 

00 

10 

00 

$877 

00 

Estimated  cost  per  each  100  feet 
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TUNNEL. 


266  yards  excavating  to  each  100  feet  at  12^  cents. 

8 3 5 cords  stone 'work  to  “ “ “ “ $10.00 

IFinnn  brink.  “ “ " “ 9.2o____ 


Estimated  cost  per  each  100  feet 


$33  25 
88  00 
138  75 


$260  00 


Detroit , Mich.,  April  2 , 1898. 

Dr.  Polglase,  Lapeer , Mich. 

Deab  Sir — We  propose  to  supply  yon  one  5x6  inch  Laidlaw  triplex 
power  pump  with  extended  base,  capacity  65  gallons  per  minute,  to  pump 
against  a total  head,  including  friction  and  suction  of  108  feet;  together 
with  one  four- horse  Frontier  Vertical  gas  engine  attached  to  extended 
base  of  pump  and  connected  with  the  gear  at  the  pump  by  means  ot  a 
friction  clutch;  the  engine  to  be  provided  with  one  gasoline  tank,  hot  tube 
ignitor,  anchor  bolts,  oil  gauge,  wrenches,  water  cooling . tank,  all  com- 
plete, delivered  on  cars  at  Lapeer,  and  including  the  services  of  one  man 
to  start  the  engine  after  it  has  been  placed  in  position  by  you,  all  com- 
plete, for  the  sum  of  $745.00. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Frontier  Iron  Works. 

• SYSTEM  OF  CLOCKS  AND  WATCHMAN’S  TIME  DETECTOR. 

One  set  Prentiss  synchronizing  clocks,  as  follows:  5() 

Eight  14-inch  office  gallery  clocks,  at  $14.00. — AJg  jjj 

One- American  Watchman’s  Time  Detector  with  11  stations 1^5  ^ 

Total ®337  50 

Lansing , October  22, 1898. 

Boai  d of  Control,  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble  Minded  and  Epileptic,  Lapeer,  Mich. : 
Gentlemen— Your  communication  to  the  State  Board  of  Corrections  and  Chanties, 
in  which  you  submit  for  its  consideration  and  opinion  the  proposed 
the  Michigan  Home  for  the  Feeble-Minded  and  Epileptic  for  the  years  1899  and  1900, 
has  been  received.  The  Home  has  been  visited  by  the  Board  and  its  Condition  and 
needs  investigated.”  3 he  appropriations  proposed  have  been  carefully  considered,  and 
we  respectfully  submit  herewith  our  opinion  of  the  same:’ 

Current  expenses,  $55,845.00  each  year.. $111,690  00 

Approved. 

200  acres  of  land  at  $50.00 - 10’000  00 

This  land  is  not  only  desirable,  but  necessary  for  the  institution.  A targe  amount 
of  milk  is  necessary  for  the  class  of  inmates  cared  for.  Its  cost  during  the  last  biennial 
period,  has  aggregated  nearly  $1,500.00.  A large  number  of  boys  maintained  m tne 
Home  in  idleness  could  be  properly  employed  if  the  institution  was  better  supplied 
with  land.  The  garden  truck  necessary  for  the  Home,  and  which  has  now  to  be  pur- 
chased, could  be  grown,  was  there  land  sufficient.  The  price,  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  is 
reasonable.  An  option  at  this  price  for  the  land  will  soon  expire,  and  should  be  taken 
advantage  of,  and  not  allowed  to  lapse.  The  item  is  approved. 

Two  cottages  for  inmates,  $17,399  00  each $34,798  00 

The  need  for  additional  accommodations  at  this  institution,  the  pressing  applications 
for  admittance  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  give  sufficient  evidence.  The  plan  proposed 
that  each  cottage  shall  accommodate  one  hundred  inmates,  makes  the  cost  of  each 
reasonable.  With  the  distinct  understanding  that  such  proposed  plan  shall  be 
out,  that  the  capacity  for  each  building  shall  be  for  one  hundred  inmates,  the  item  is 
approved. 

One  administration  cottage - $18,000  00 
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ffile  doub^le„88  much  iu convenience  is  experienced  by  the  present  mode  of  caring 
for  officers,  and  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  institution,  this  Board  considers  it 
of  greater  importance  to  provide  for  the  Feeble-Minded  and  Epileptic,  who  in  so  toe 
LT«ber8  ^,applyio^°[admi}tance  t^6  institution,  and  for  the  present  all  effort 
and  expenditure  should  be  made  in  only  that  direction.  The  item  is  not  approved 

Heating  three  cottages,  $1,500.00  each __$4,500  00 

Approved. 

Furnishing  two  cottages,  $2,400  00  each 4 800  00 

and^proveonVe  item  at7w  ^ ^ b6  amplS  t0  tUmiSh  6ach  °f  the  COttages  wel1' 
Furnishing  administration  cottage $3  500  00 

itmo  ie^notP  approved.  n°‘  fa™r  ““  00nstruction  °f  administration  cottage,  this 

Boiler  house  and  chimney ^87  m 

Two  boilers  and  setting  same ZZI  5 500  00 

Two  live  steam  feedwater  purifiers  and  heaters!” ”11”  i’o20  60 

Setting  and  connecting  same  __  _ ’inn  nn 

One  boiler  feed  pump,  6x4x6 ”” -J93  qq 

!eet  10.inch  steam  main  and  setting  at  $150.  ZI  2 040  nn 

1,360  feet  6 -inch  feturn  at  $1.25 ""  ^’700  00 

The  present  boiler  house  was  situated  most  unfortunately  for  economical  or  even 

and^fl^^msiru^AH1  f ^°°  smad  ^r'  The  entire  steam  beating  plant  is  too  small 

rectedL ^th«VntpW^fPr0per  he  IVuerenuDOW  required.  This  should  be  all  cor- 

+W  ilr  interests  of  economy,  and  the  above  items  which  will  be  acquired  for 
that  purpose  are  approved.  4 

Covered  way,  1,210  feet  at  $8.77  per  foot $10,611  70 

The  connecting  of  the  various  cottages  with  the  dining  hall  by  a covered  wav  as  a 
snow  anTsVorm^h^^^6  d?S3  °f  in“ate3  wbo  otherwise  must  be  exposed  to  rain  and 
ant  Tht  ™ S 7hl  h g°mg  returmnZ  'rom  meals,  is  most  humane  and  import- 

f th  Das0ment  of  this  covered  way  as  a tunnel  in  which  to  carry  all 
pipes  and  wires  as  proposed,  is  a wise  design.  The  item  is  approved.  y 

Tunnel  350  feet  at  $2.60. $910  0Q 

Co™Twayb6andt  “““  b°Uer  h°US9  t0  the  ba99ment  °f 

tZ  5S0KHWPdeyTmo5and  - - *?•«!*>  « 

One  15- H.  P.  motor °° 

One  switch-board  complete ""  ” ” u gjjJ  qq 

The  installing  of  a lighting  plant  in  the  institution,  which  is  the  purpose  of  the 

to  buv  o ?nrtfS%aQdthUS  prov!di?«  at  a less  cost  what  the  Home  ie  now  compelled 
°f  a Private  company  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  wise.  The  motive  power 
besides  furnishing  what  is  needed  for  such  purpose,  can  be  utilized  in  the  laundry  and 

tutions^^and  “ bTd  °,n  tbat  ■?  ]jk*  ?Iaat3  ™ ™ i“ other* Stated 

approved  d tb  arnounts  asked  Wl11  doubtless  be  required.  The  items  are 

97  rods  12  inch  sewer,  at  $24.75  laid $2  400  75  Approved 

70  rods  6 inch  sewer,  at  $24.75  laid....  1 739  50  Approved 

Cement  walks... !ZZZ‘Z  3,168  00.‘  PP  °Ved- 

the  w8alksatrodbriaid  Xy^rstthn9ee6dSePdentiitUre  °'  W'5°°  *"  tM9  pUrp08e  at  this 
Mo^ingUbarnsf_a^  :$iw  00  Appr0V6cL 
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While  this  would  doubtless  improve  the  appearance  of  the  grounds,  and  place  the 
barns  in  a somewhat  more  convenient  locality  on  the  farm,  the  Board  would  euggest 
that  in  consideration  of  the  actual  needs  of  the  institution  requiring  so  large  appro- 
priations, that  the  work  be  deferred,  and  so  do  not  approve  this  item. 

170  feet  8-inch  iron  soil  pipe  set  at  $1.00 $170  00 

As  this  intended  to  replace  a crock  sewer,  which  now  runs  through  the  basement  of 
two  of  the  buildings — a most  unsanitary  arrangement — the  item  is  approved. 

System  of  clocks  and  watchman’s  time  detector $337  00 

It  hardly  seems  wise  to  this  Board  that  this  system  should  be  inaugurated  at  this 
time,  when  so  much  that  is  really  necessary  is  pressing,  and  the  item  is  not  approved. 

Four  steel  ceilings $92  00 

The  ceilings  in  the  school  rooms  certainly  need  repairing,  to  keep  them  in  repair  with 
plaster  has  proved  a failure.  Steel  ceilings,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  are  what  is 
needed,  and  the  item  is  approved. 

One  triplex  power  pump $745  00.  Approved. 

Drilling  and  tubing  two  wells  250  feet  deep,  at  $1,75 $850  00 

In  the  opinion  of  this  Board  the  work  can  be  deferred  for  the  present,  and  the  item 
is  not  approved. 

Four  fire  escapes,  at  $134  00 $536  00 

The  need  of  fire  escapes  at  the  three-storv  buildings  of  this  institution  is  great,  and 
the  item  is  approved. 

To  meet  deficiency  in  current  expense  of  1897 $2,280  70 

Deficiencies  in  past  appropriations  do  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  come  within 
its  jurisdiction  to  consider,  for  which  reason  no  action  was  taken,  and  no  opinion  is 
expressed  on  this  item.  Yours  respectfully, 

GEORGE  D.  GILLESPIE,  Chairman. 

L.  C.  Storrs,  Secretary. 
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